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New  York  case  watched  closely  by  gay  rights  activists 

‘AIDS  Panic’  Defense  Fails  in  Murder  Trial 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 

MINEOLA,  NY  —  Lorenzo 
D.  Owens,  who  admittedly  killed 
Kenneth  Grice  after  having  sex 
with  him  because  Grice  told  him  he 
had  AIDS,  has  pleaded  guilty  to 
first-degree  manslaughter.  The 
case  has  been  closely  watched  by 
gay  rights  advocates  because  the 
defense  argued  Owens’  action  was 
an  understandable  response  to 
AIDS  exposure. 

According  to  courtroom  test¬ 
imony  presented  last  month, 
Owens,  19,  and  Grice,  22,  had  a 
prior  sexual  relationship.  On  April 
17  Grice,  who  had  been  discharged 
from  the  army  for  having  a 
positive  HIV  test,  offered  Owens 
who  was  homeless,  a  place  to  stay 
for  the  weekend.  On  April  20,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Owens,  Grice  initiated 
sex  with  him,  and  the  two  engaged 
in  uprotected  anal  intercourse. 

Owens  told  police  he  became 
outraged  when  Grice  told  him  he 
had  AIDS  right  after  they  had  sex. 
In  his  videotaped  confession, 
Owens  said  that  when  he  learned 
he  had  been  exposed  to  AIDS,  he 
told  Grice,  “You’ve  got  AIDS! 
Why  don’t  you  treat  me  better. 


I’m  involved  with  a  young 
lady. . ..  Why  do  you  want  to  do 
this  to  me?”  Then,  he  “just  bust 
out  in  a  rage,”  got  a  knife  from  the 
kitchen,  and  grabbed  Grice  by  the 
neck.  “I  cut  his  throat,”  said 
Owens.  Later  he  wrote  with  a 
crayon  on  the  mirror  and  a  door: 
“We  hate  homosexuals.  Move 
out.” 

Grice  was  also  robbed  by 
Owens,  who  took  several  cameras 
and  radios  and  later  sold  them. 
Owens  surrendered  to  police  on 
May  10,  1986,  and  was  charged 
with  second-degree  murder  and 
petty  larceny. 

John  R.  Lewis,  who  is  Owens’ 
attorney,  argued  that  Owens’ 
behavior  was  a  justifiable  response 
to  exposure  to  the  AIDS  virus,  and 
said  that  his  client  was  “reacting  to 
the  pronouncement  of  death.” 
Owens  tested  negative  for  ex¬ 
posure  to  the  virus  after  the  kill¬ 
ing. 

David  Wertheimer,  executive 
director  of  the  New  York  City  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Anti-Violence  Pro¬ 
ject,  characterizes  Lewis’  strategy 
as  a  variation  of  the  “homosexual 


panic”  defense.  Such  an  argument 
had  been  used  recently  in  New 
York  to  gain  the  acquittal  of  a  man 
who  killed  a  priest  (wearing  reg¬ 
ular  street  clothes)  after  engaging 
in  sex  with  him.  In  this  case,  the 
defense  arguments  were  based 
primarily  on  legitimizing  Owens’ 
fear  of  AIDS  and  the  panic  which 
ensued  when  he  found  out  he  had 
been  exposed. 

According  to  Wertheimer,  the 
prosecutor,  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  William  Dempsey,  seemed 
reluctant  to  attack  this  defense 
head-on,  perhaps  because  of  its  re¬ 
cent  success.  Courtroom  observers 
from  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Anti- 
Violence  Project  said  it  was  clear 
Owens  understood  the  modes  of 
transmission  of  AIDS,  and  that, 
knowing  the  risks  involved,  cer¬ 
tainly  had  equal  responsibility  to 
take  measures  to  protect  himself. 

The  case  for  the  defense  unrav¬ 
elled  due  to  the  testimony  of 
Owens’  girlfriend,  Alicia  Thomp¬ 
son.  Alicia,  who  was  16  at  the  time 
of  the  killing,  testified  in  court  as 
to  Owens’  emotional  state  on  the 
night  of  the  killing.  She  later  met 


Calif.’s  5th  District  seat  to  go  to  Pelosi 


Britt  Loses  Race,  But 

Wins  Gay,  Leftist  Vote 


By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Gay  City  Supervisor 
Harry  Britt  may  have  lost  the  election  for  Con¬ 
gress,  but  he  overwhelmingly  won  the  race  for  the 
gay  and  progressive  votes,  according  to  sup¬ 
porters. 

The  April  7  special  primary  election  to  fill  the 
late  Sala  Burton’s  Fifth  Congressional  District  seat 
in  California  ended  months  of  often  bitter  debate 
between  Britt  and  former  State  Democratic  Chair¬ 
person  Nancy  Pelosi.  Britt  received  34,031  votes, 
32  percent  of  the  votes  cast  for  14  candidates, 
while  Pelosi  received  38,021  votes,  or  36  percent. 
Pelosi  spent  almost  one  million  dollars  on  the  cam¬ 
paign,  three  times  as  much  as  Britt. 

Pelosi  is  expected  to  easily  defeat  her 
Republican  opponent,  public  defender  Harriet 
Ross,  in  the  June  2  run-off.  The  district  is  almost 


Britt’s  campaign  manager,  Dick  Pabitch,  told 
GCN  that  Britt  successfully  campaigned  for  the  ci¬ 
ty’s  progressive  voters  —  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
tenants,  environmentalists,  workers  and  people  of 
color  —  voters  Britt  claimed  have  been  ignored  by 
the  Democratic  party  structure  in  Northern 
California.  According  to  a  San  Francisco  Ex¬ 
aminer  exit  poll,  Britt  won  69  percent  of  the 
district’s  gay  male  vote,  the  largest  majority  ever 
for  a  gay  candidate. 

The  progressive  vote  for  Britt  bodes  well  for 
the  future  of  left-wing  politics  in  San  Francisco, 
according  to  Britt  supporters.  Pabitch  believes 
that  Pelosi’s  4,000  vote  margin  of  victory  was  pro¬ 
vided  largely  by  Republican  voters  participating  in 
the  special  primary.  Voters  cannot  ordinarily  cross 
vote  in  a  primary  election.  However,  in  accord- 


Britt  on  tbe  campaign  trail  in  a  San  Francisco  south-of-Market  leather  bar,  the  Eagle.  From  left,  George 
Burgess,  head  of  an  AIDS  emergency  fund;  Britt;  Tom  “Mr.  Leather  Daddy”  Rogers,  an  at¬ 
torney  for  people  with  AIDS. 


with  the  D.A.  and  told  him  that 
she  was  very  upset  that  she  might 
have  AIDS  because  she  and  Owens 
had  unprotected  intercourse  hours 
after  the  killing  took  place.  The 
D.A.  asked  for  permission  to  have 
Thompson  testify  again.  The 
judge,  Richard  Delin  of  Nassau 
County  Court,  cleared  the  court¬ 
room  of  the  jury,  but  not  the 
press,  and  heard  the  D.A.’s 
arguments.  One  of  the  court  ob¬ 
servers  said  that  when 
Thompson’s  story  came  to  light, 
“I  thought  the  defense  attorney 
would  melt  right  into  the  floor.” 


Delin,  however,  initially  seemed 
reluctant  to  admit  the  testimony, 
and  adjourned  the  court  for  the 
weekend.  Lewis,  the  defense  at¬ 
torney,  knew  the  Thompson  story 
would  appear  in  the  papers  over 
the  weekend,  and  since  the  jury 
was  not  sequestered,  planned  on 
obtaining  a  mistrial  on  the  basis  of 
Thompson’s  inadmissable  testi¬ 
mony  becoming  public 
knowledge.  When  the  court  as¬ 
sembled  on  Monday,  the  judge 
decided  the  Thompson  testimony 
would  be  permitted,  and  the 
Continued  on  page  3 


Mass .  activists  cite  lack  of  medical 
care  for  PWAs  ‘ inside  ’ 

Early  Parole 
Considered 
for  PWAs 


By  Martin  Heggestad 

BOSTON  —  Parole  and  pris¬ 
on  officials,  prisoners’  rights  ad¬ 
vocates,  and  AIDS  activists  in 
Massachusetts  are  grappling  with 
the  issues  raised  by  the  possibility 
of  early  parole  for  prisoners  who 
have  AIDS.  Activists  cite  the  lack 
of  adequate  medical  care  in  pris¬ 
ons  among  their  primary  motiv¬ 
ations  for  seeking  early  parole. 
Prison  officials,  who  appear  will¬ 
ing  to  consider  early  release,  say 
they  are  also  concerned  that  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  who  are 
released  may  commit  “crimes.” 

According  to  Lorraine  Carli, 
spokesperson  for  the  state  Parole 
Board,  three  prisoners  with  AIDS 
have  been  paroled  from  state 
prisons,  out  of  a  total  of  1 1  PWAs 
who  have  been  incarcerated  in  the 
state  system.  Two  were  paroled  ac¬ 
cording  to  standard  policy,  after 
having  served  two-thirds  of  their 
sentences.  Both  entered  hospitals 
upon  being  released. 

The  other  prisoner  was  released, 
early  in  August  1986,  under  the 
Parole  Board’s  “special  consid¬ 
eration”  policy.  He  had  served 
one-third  of  this  sentence.  He  was 
subsequently  arrested  for  robbery 
and  returned  to  prison.  He  died  in 
February  in  the  prison  system’s 
unit  in  Lemuel  Shattuck  Hospital. 

The  “special  consideration” 
policy  has  been  in  place  for  some 
time  and  is  used  mainly  for  termin¬ 
ally  ill  prisoners,  according  to 
Carli.  It  allows  the  Parole  Board 
to  adjust  the  eligibility  of  prisoners 
for  parole  in  “rare,  unusual  cir¬ 
cumstances.”  Of  3,800  parole 
releases  last  year,  16  were  through 
the  “special  consideration” 
policy. 

Carli  said  that  future  parole 
decisions  for  PWAs  will  be  made 
on  a  “case  by  case  basis.”  She  said 
the  possibility  that  a  released 
prisoner  will  commit  another 
“crime”  must  take  precedence 
over  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the 
prisoners. 

Dianne  McLaughlin,  a  paralegal 


at  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Legal  Services,  represented  the 
prisoner  released  under  the 
“special  consideration”  policy. 
She  said  she  is  “cautiously  optim¬ 
istic”  the  Board  will  continue  early 
parole  of  PWAs.  She  added  that 
while  the  Board  may  be  motivated 
by  humanitarian  considerations  in 
dealing  with  PWAs,  the  Correc¬ 
tions  Dept,  may  advocate  special 
handling  of  PWAs  for  financial 
reasons.  She  noted  that  the  system 
will  become  over-burdened  as  the 
number  of  PWAs  in  prison  grows. 

Carli  could  not  say  whether  the 
high  costs  associated  with  AIDS  in 
prisons  plays  any  role  in  the 
considerations  of  early  release  for 
PWAs. 

Denise  McWilliams,  director  of 
the  AIDS  Law  Project  at  Boston’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  said  she 
strongly  supports  early  parole  for 
prisoners  with  AIDS  in  approp¬ 
riate  cases.  She  stated  that  the 
absence  of  adequate  medical  care 
and  the  “overwhelmingly  unsan¬ 
itary  conditions”  in  Massachusetts 
state  prisons  render  the  system 
unable  to  meet  the  needs  of 
prisoners  with  AIDS.  She  also 
noted  that  “the  physical  safety  of 
prisoners  with  AIDS  cannot  be 
assured”  when  they  are  housed 
with  the  general  prisoner  popula¬ 
tion,  as  they  are  subject  to  harass¬ 
ment  from  both  guards  and  other 
prisoners. 

The  welfare  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS  once  they  are  released  is  also 
a  concern.  Laurie  Novick,  Coor¬ 
dinator  of  Client  Advocates  at  the 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
said  that  paroled  prisoners  are  in 
principle  entitled  to  the  same  ser¬ 
vices  as  other  PWAs.  However, 
they  may  encounter  more  pro¬ 
blems  in  finding  adequate  housing 
and  meeting  other  needs. 

Novick  also  criticized  the  Cor¬ 
rections  Dept,  for  not  yet  having 
formulated  an  adequate  AIDS 
policy. 
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news  notes - 

quotes  of  the  week 

“Many  staff  in  royal  service  are  homosexual.  In 
fact,  the  Queen  Mother  has  been  known  to  shout 
down  to  the  kitchen,  ‘Is  there  any  old  queen  down 
there  who  can  bring  an  old  Queen  up  here  a  gin  and 
tonic?’  ” 

— Peter  Russell,  a  former  member 
of  the  household  staff  of  Buckingham  Palace,  in  At 
Home  with  the  Royal  Family,  the  book  he  co-authored 
with  James  Paul,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

*  *  * 

“Mayor  Ray  Flynn  has  just  announced  that  he 
plans  to  recruit  gay  cops.  Such  a  policy  is  a  perver¬ 
sion  of  affirmative  action ....  First  of  all,  there  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  many  gay  police  officers  on  the  force 
already.  Like  most  people  with  a  sense  of  discrimina¬ 
tion,  they  have  simply  not  chosen  to  make  a  public 
issue  of  their  sex  lives.  But  this  is  not  enough  for  the 
mayor.  Now  he  insists  on  recruiting  those  who  are  in¬ 
discreet  enough  to  make  a  public  spectacle  of  their 
sexuality. 

“This  policy  is  a  morally  bankrupt  response  to 
the  gay  political  bloc.  Once  he  stoops  to  this  tactic, 
what  comes  next?  Special  treatment  for  trans¬ 
vestites?” 

— An  editorial  in  the  March  26 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  Banner,  a  Boston-area 
Black  newspaper. 


dark  formulating  aids  policy 

WORCESTER,  MA  —  Clark  University’s  Affir¬ 
mative  Action  Office,  Dean  of  Students,  and  Health 
Services  are  in  the  process  of  formulating  an  AIDS 
non-discrimination  policy,  according  to  a  newsletter 
published  by  the  American  College  Personnel  Associ¬ 
ation.  Last  Year,  the  school’s  Executive  Board  of 
Trustees  approved  the  inclusion  of  sexual  or  affec- 
tional  preference  in  the  school’s  Equal  Opportunity 
and  Affirmative  Action  Statement. 

—Marc  Stein 


larouchites  solicit  funds  for  aids 
from  motorists 

SEABROOK,  NH  —  Four  LaRouche  followers 
were  recently  seen  stopping  cars  here  at  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  Routes  1  and  107.  According  to  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Seacoast,  the  LaRouchites  told  motorists  the 
LaRouche  organization  needed  their  contributions  to 
continue  its  fight  against  AIDS. 

Police  asked  the  fundraisers  to  move  after 
discovering  the  group  did  not  have  a  town  permit  to 
solicit  money. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


moving  violations  benefit  run 

BOSTON  —  Moving  Violations,  one  of  New 
England’s  largest  women’s  motorcycle  clubs,  is 
hosting  its  second  annual  benefit  run  on  May  30.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  from  this  year’s  run  will  go  to  the  Boston  Area 
Rape  Crisis  Center,  which  provides  services  to 
women  who  have  been  raped  and  their  friends/family. 

The  run  will  consist  of  a  100-mile  round  trip 
motorcycle  ride  to  Salisbury  Beach.  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  riding  or  in  sponsoring  riders  should  call 
Maria  at  (617)  666-2143  or  BARCC  at  (617)  492-RAPE. 

Moving  Violations  hopes  to  raise  $5,000  for  the 
rape  crisis  center. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


less  than  perfectly  frank 

BOSTON  —  Speaking  last  month  at  Harvard’s 
Kennedy  School  of  Government,  U.S.  Rep.  Barney 
Frank  (D-MA)  pledged  to  change  immigration  law  that 
discriminates  against  gay  people  and  expressed  un- 
waivering  support  for  affirmative  action  for  gay  police 
officers  in  this  state.  Neither  was  he  shy  about  thank¬ 
ing  the  lesbian/gay  community  for  effectively  lobby¬ 
ing  other  legislators  on  gay/lesbian  issues,  according 
to  the  Boston  Globe. 

In  answer  to  a  pointed  question  during  the 
discussion  period  at  the  end,  however,  Frank  was  a 
little  less  than  perfectly  frank.  A  man  in  the  audience 
asked  whether  Frank  believed  the  public  interest  is 
damaged  when  an  elected  official  whose  sexual 
orientation  becomes  a  public  issue  evades  the  ques¬ 
tion.  “I’m  trying  to  think  of  a  way  to  evade  a  direct 
answer  to  that,”  responded  Frank,  to  the  amusement 
of  some  audience  members.  “If  we  were  in  a  position 
where  there  were  no  costs  to  coming  out,  then  it 
would  be  a  non-issue. . . .  With  regard  to  people  being 
gay  or  lesbian,  we  are  in  a  transition  period.” 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


will  hiam  &  gold  allow  insurers  to  test 
for  hiv? 

BOSTON  —  State  Insurance  Commissioner 
Peter  Hiam  and  Consumer  Affairs  Secretary  Paula 
Gold  have  publicly  supported  the  Insurance 
Division’s  policy  banning  HIV  testing  by  insurance 
companies.  But  their  testimony  submitted  on  April  1 
to  the  legislature’s  joint  committee  on  health  care 
makes  it  evident  they  are  reconsidering  the  state’s 
policy. 

“We  believe  that  testing  has  severe  disadvant¬ 
ages  to  consumers  as  presently  conducted  by  in¬ 
surance  companies,”  stated  Hiam  and  Gold  in  joint 
testimony.  “These  problems,  which  include  subjec¬ 
tive  underwriting  standards,  lack  of  privacy  protec¬ 
tion,  lack  of  counselling  and  lack  of  oversight  of  the 
quality  of  tests,  could  be  minimized  by  appropriate 
statutory  and  regulatory  provisions.” 

Hiam  and  Gold  also  made  clear  distinctions  bet¬ 
ween  health  and  life  insurance,  validating  activists’ 
concerns  that  the  Insurance  Division  may  soon  allow 
testing  for  life  insurance  policies.  “Health  insurance 
presents  different  financial  implications,  and  its  so¬ 
cietal  importance  places  it  clearly  apart  from  life  in¬ 
surance....  [Banning  HIV]  testing  of  ap¬ 
plicants.  ..  can  lead  to  more  irreversible  economic 
consequences  for  life  insurers  than  health  insurers.” 

Hiam  and  Gold’s  testimony  also  differs  signifi¬ 
cantly  for  Hiam’s  testimony  last  year  in  support  of  a 
bill  which  would  prohibit  the  use  of  HIV  tests  by  in¬ 
surers.  This  year’s  testimony  only  supported  legisla¬ 
tion  which  would  force  insurers  to  comply  with  the  In¬ 
surance  division’s  HIV  policy.  “We  believe  that  the 
commissioner  should  be  given  express  statutory 
authority  to  prohibit  or  permit  life  insurers  to  use  HIV 
antibody  tests  for  life  insurance  underwriting,  after  a 
required  determination  by  the  commissioner  of  a  finan¬ 
cial  need  on  the  part  of  the  industry  and  after  the 
adoption  of  regulations  [which  would  establish 
guidelines  for  HIV  testing],”  stated  Hiam  and  Gold. 

— Kim  Westheimer 
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Cover  of  Gay  Pied  Hebdo,  French  gay  magazine 


edge:  ny  group  for  disabled  gay  people 

NEW  YORK  —  A  new  organization  of  lesbian  and 
gay  disabled  people  has  formed  here.  EDGE  (Educa¬ 
tion  in  a  Disabled  Gay  Environment)  is  currently 
holding  meetings  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Services  Center  in  Manhattan.  The  group  is  seeking 
new  members.  For  more  information,  contact  Cook 
Friedman,  at  (212)  246-3811,  ex.  292. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


BWMT  marches  in  Boston  Pride  ’84 


black  and  white  men  together  ’87 

MILWAUKEE,  Wl  —  The  National  Association  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together  (NABWMT)  invites  you 
to  join  its  seventh  annual  convention,  June  to  .inly 
5. 

Scheduled  speakers  include  Thomas  Kochman, 
author  of  Black  and  White  Styles  in  Conflict ;  Joseph 
Beam,  editor  of  In  the  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology, 
and  Calvin  Hernton,  author  of  Sex  and  Racism  in 
America.  Also  scheduled  is  a  discussion  of  the 
development  and  enactment  of  Wisconsin’s  gay/les¬ 
bian  rights  law,  the  only  such  statewide  law  in  the 
U.S. 

Among  the  social  activities  planned  is  a  night  at 
Summerfest,  the  foremost  music  festival  in  the 
Midwest.  There  will  also  be  a  boat  trip  on  Lake 
Michigan  and  a  BWMT  talent  show. 

The  convention  will  be  headquartered  at  the  Park 
East  Hotel,  overlooking  Lake  Michigan.  Hotel  reserva¬ 
tions  must  be  made  separately  from  convention  regis¬ 
tration,  which  is  available  at  $65  through  April  30. 
After  May  1,  the  fee  is  $75.  All  meal  functions  and 
social  activities  are  included  in  the  price. 

For  more  information,  contact  NABWMT 
Convention  '87,  Box  12292,  Milwaukee,  Wl  53212,  or 
phone  (414)  449-2454. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


french  retract  ban  on  gay  magazine 

PARIS  —  France’s  conservative  government  has 
backed  away  from  banning  Gay  Pied  Hebdo,  a  French 
gay  magazine,  according  to  a  report  in  Der  Spiegel  of 
West  Germany. 

The  government  had  decided  in  late  March  to  ban 
from  public  display  and  distribution  four  heterosex¬ 
ual  softcore  sex  magazines  in  addition  to  Gay  Pied 
Hebdo.  The  latter  features  gay  male  pin-up  photos 
along  with  letters,  reviews  and  news.  The  four 
heterosexual  magazines  are  Penthouse,  New  Look, 
Photo  and  L’Echo  des  Savannes. 

The  announcement  was  met  with  a  storm  of  pro¬ 
test  and  ridicule,  according  to  Reuters  news  service. 
President  Francois  Mitterrand,  a  Socialist,  joined  the 
protest,  saying,  “I  am  naturally  in  phase  with  all  those 
who  like  liberty.  It  is  up  to  each  person  to  decide  for 
themselves.”  Interior  Minister  Charles  Pasqua  de¬ 
fended  the  ban,  saying,  “Where  encouragement  of  de¬ 
pravity  is  concerned  and  minors  I  don’t  intend  to  be 
tolerant  or  permissive.” 

According  to  Der  Spiegel,  the  government 
changed  its  mind  about  Gay  Pied  Hebdo  when  warn¬ 
ed  by  gay  protesters  that  those  gay  people  who  sup¬ 
port  the  conseratives  might  switch  their  loyalties. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


globe  faults  scondras  for  coors  ban 

BOSTON  —  Will  McDonough  attacked  gay  City 
Councillor  David  Scondras  for  persuading  Fenway 
Park  to  stop  selling  Coors  beer.  Fenway  Park  is  a 
local  sports  stadium  and  home  of  the  Red  Sox. 

McDonough,  who  called  Scondras  “a  zero”  and 
“absurd”  in  his  column,  told  GCN  that  he  did  so 
because  the  City  Councillor  “is  abusing  his  power, 
just  looking  for  publicity. . ..  And  what  has  he  ever 
done  for  Fenway  Park?”  McDonough  said  he  had 
never  met  Scondras. 

Coors  is  the  target  of  boycotts  by  labor,  gay  and 
lesbian,  Black  and  Latino  and  women’s  groups  for  its 
discriminatory  labor  practices  and  support  of  ultra¬ 
right  causes. 

Coors  Co.  Chairman  William  Coors  once  said 
that  Blacks  “lack  the  intellectual  capacity  to  suc¬ 
ceed.”  Joseph  Coor’s  Free  Congress  Foundation 
recently  held  a  conference  on  “Hope  and  Homosex¬ 
uality”  to  consider  how  religious  conversion  might 
“straighten  out”  gay  people. 

McDonough  said  that  the  Coors  record  “doesn’t 
bother  me.  I  drink  it.  I  like  it.  I  like  Coors  people.” 

— Chris  Bull 
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A  Massachusetts  first 


Judge  Rules  Gay  Bashing  a  Rights  Violation 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  A  district  court 
judge  has  ruled  that  Massachusetts 
civil  rights  law  can  be  used  to  pro¬ 
secute  gay  bashers.  The  April  3 
decision  will  be  appealed  before  a 
jury  in  Boston  Municipal  Court. 

“An  attack  on  an  individual 
because  of  his  or  her  sexual  orient¬ 
ation  constitutes  an  interference 
with  the  right  of  personal 
privacy,”  stated  Judge  Gordon  A. 
Martin,  Jr.,  in  an  opinion  filed  by 
the  court.  The  opinion  found  Jef¬ 
frey  A.  Nelson  and  Jonathan  S. 
Miller  guilty  of  assault  and  battery 
and  in  violation  of  state  civil  rights 
law.  Each  defendant  was  sentenc¬ 
ed  to  two-and-one-half  years  pro¬ 
bation,  fined  $140  and  required  to 
perform  twenty  hours  of  commun¬ 
ity  service  work  and  to  receive 
alcohol  counseling  if  deemed 
necessary. 

Martin  is  the  first  state  judge  to 
take  Massachusetts  civil  rights  law 
into  account  when  sentencing  ac¬ 
cused  gay  bashers.  The  law  has 
generally  been  used  to  sentence 
people  who  have  committed  ra¬ 
cial  attacks.  A  person  found  guilty 
of  assault  and  battery  and  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  civil  rights  law  is  subject 
to  a  greater  penalty  than  someone 


who  is  found  guilty  only  of  assault 
and  battery. 

A  decision  by  a  state  district 
court  judge  technically  has  no 
value  as  a  legal  precedent.  But 
Martin  told  GCN  his  opinion  will 
be  useful  for  the  bar  and  the  [legal] 
community.  In  addition,  Martin’s 
decision  gives  credence  to  lesbian 
and  gay  activists,  members  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department’s  Com¬ 
munity  Disorders  Unit  and  the  At¬ 
torney  General’s  Office  who  have 
all  claimed  that  Massachusetts 
civil  rights  law  should  protect  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 

Nelson  and  Miller  were  accused 
of  assaulting  an  openly  gay  man, 
Jason  Schneider,  on  September 
17.  According  to  testimony  given 
in  court,  Nelson  and  Miller  ap¬ 
proached  Schneider  near  his  home 
and  asked  if  he  was  a  faggot. 
Nelson  struck  Schneider  five  or  six 
times  and  Miller  knocked  off 
Schneider’s  glasses.  Following  the 
attack,  Schneider  heard  one  of  the 
defendants  call  him  queer.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Schneider  and  the  Boston 
police,  both  defendants  appeared 
drunk. 

“This  is  no  random  act  of 
violence,”  said  Martin  in  court. 


“They  violated  his  rights  to 
privacy  and  free  association  by 
assaulting  him.” 

Nelson’s  lawyer,  June  Jenson, 
said  her  client  was  appealing  the 
guilty  verdict  for  assault  and  bat¬ 
tery  and  the  civil  rights  violation. 
But  “obviously  the  civil  rights 
violation  is  the  real  issue  here,” 
said  Jenson. 

In  a  motion  filed  in  court,  Jen¬ 
son  referred  to  Massachusetts  anti¬ 
sodomy  laws  as  evidence  that  the 
state  does  not  provide  civil  rights 
protection  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  “Massachusetts  implicity 
[sic.]  shuns  homosexuality.  See 
MGL  c  272,  Section  34  outlawing 
sodomy,”  wrote  Jenson.  “There 
has  been  no  evidence  put  forth  by 
the  Commonwealth  showing  that 
Mr.  Nelson  or  Mr.  Miller  were 
motivated  by  malice  towards  ho¬ 
mosexuals,”  added  Jenson. 

Miller’s  lawyer,  Richard  J.  Mur¬ 
ray,  questioned  whether  evidence 
existed  to  prove  whether  Schneider 
is  gay.  “The  Commonwealth 
...has  introduced  testimony 
through  the  alleged  victim  that  he 
is  ‘gay.’  The  alleged  victim  did  not 
offer  any  further  explanation  of 
the  meaning  of  the  term  ‘gay’ 


Britt  Loses  Race,  Wins  Gay  Vote 


Continued from  page  l 

ance  with  Calif,  law,  a  joint 
Democratic-Republican  primary 
was  held  because  the  5th  District 
seat  was  vacated  before  the  term 
expired.  “There  is  no  question  in 
my  mind  that  we  would  have  won 
had  this  been  a  Democratic 
primary.  She  carried  the  conser¬ 
vatives  and  we  carried  the  liberals 
which  is  distressing  considering  the 
fact  that  she  is  supposedly  the  heir 
to  the  district’s  liberal  tradition,” 
Pabitch  said. 

Pelosi  campaigned  on  her  con¬ 
nections  to  the  Democratic  party 
structure,  which  she  said  would 
help  her  to  raise  money  for  AIDS 
research  and  education  in 


Continued  from  page  l 

defense  then  decided  to  accept  a 
plea  bargain  for  first-degree 
manslaughter. 

Thompson’s  admission  was 
problematic  on  two  fronts.  As 
D.A.  Lewis  said  during  the  trial, 
“It  put  a  lie  to  the  self-serving 
statement  that  he  [Owens]  gave  to 
the  police.  If  this  defendant  killed 
another  man  believing  he  caught 
AIDS,  he  would  not  have  sex  with 
this  young  woman.”  Also,  since 
Thompson  was  underage  at  the 
time,  it  opened  Owens  up  for  a 
charge  of  statutory  rape.  The 
penalty  for  first-degree 


Washington.  Kim  Corsaro,  editor 
of  Coming  Up!,  a  generally  pro¬ 
gressive  gay  and  lesbian  publica¬ 
tion,  created  a  furor  last  month 
when  she  endorsed  Pelosi  for  Con¬ 
gress.  She  was  widely  criticized  for 
“selling  out”  to  a  straight  can¬ 
didate  by  gay  and  lesbian  leaders 
in  the  City. 

Corsaro  told  GCN  that  Pelosi 
proved  she  appeals  to  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  voters  by  receiving  21  percent 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  vote.  “The 
result  is  remarkable  given  her  low 
visibility  in  the  gay  community  and 
the  extremely  negative  campaign 
run  against  her  by  Britt ...  I 
would  love  to  have  a  gay  person 


manslaughter  is  8-25  years.  Owens 
is  scheduled  to  be  sentenced  on 
April  21,  1987. 

Gay  and  lesbian  rights  activists 
are  pleased  with  the  outcome  thus 
far.  Thomas  Stoddard,  executive 
director  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund,  said  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  defense  arguments 
would  have  “set  a  terrible  legal 
and  social  precedent,  and  would 
serve  to  validate  irrational 
responses  to  people  with  AIDS. 
This  defense  was  shown  to  be  the 
sham  we  believed  it  to  be.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


represent  us  in  Congress  but  Britt 
simply  has  too  many  shortcom¬ 
ings.  There  were  things  we  simply 
could  not  ignore.” 

Britt  was  charged  with  ignoring 
women’s  issues  and  being  a  poor 
leader  on  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors.  He  was  also  criticized  for 
endorsing  conservative  Democrat 
John  Molinari  for  mayor  of  San 
Francisco  over  his  ally  and  long¬ 
time  friend  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  Art  Agnos.  The 
endorsement  appeared  to  be  part 
of  a  deal  to  ensure  Molinari ’s  sup¬ 
port  for  Britt  for  Congress. 

Charlie  Howell,  Pelosi’s  gay 
and  lesbian  coordinator,  believes 
that  the  race  was  not  decided  on 
sexual  preference  but  on  com¬ 
petence.  “In  this  town,  there  is  not 
an  anti-gay  vote.  Britt  is  the  only 
one  who  ever  raised  the  issue.  Nan¬ 
cy  is  fully  aware  of  the  issues  that 
the  district  is  concerned  about  and 
you  will  be  hearing  a  lot  about 
those  issues  from  Washington.” 

Pat  Norman,  former  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Ser¬ 
vices  Coordinator,  said  that  she  is 
upset  that  some  people  in  the  pro¬ 
gressive  community  could  not 
overlook  what  she  considers  to  be 
minor  shortcomings  in  Britt  for  a 
historic  opportunity  to  send  a  gay 
socialist  to  Congress.  “It  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  me  to  understand  why  we 
could  not  agree  to  disagree  and  get 
behind  our  candidate.  When  we 
have  such  an  opportunity  it  is  very 
sad  to  see  it  wasted.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


NY  Murder  Trial 


news  notes 


...Webster’s  Third  New  Interha- 
tional  Dictionary  offers  several 
meanings  for  the  term  ‘gay.’ 

Even  if  the  Commonwealth 
could  prove  that  Schneider  is  gay, 
noted  Murray,  he  still  would  not 
be  entitled  to  protection  as  a 
member  of  a  constitutionally  pro¬ 
tected  class. 


Schneider  said  he  was  delighted 
by  Martin’s  decision.  “I’m  glad 
that  the  court  system  acknowledg¬ 
ed  that  gay  people  get  beat  up 
because  they’re  gay,”  he  said.  “I 
was  surprised  the  judge’s  sentence 
was  so  lenient,”  Schneider  added. 


New  fundraising  group  kicks  off 

GRGRF's  Story 


‘  ‘A  II  we  want  to  do  is  throw  a 
good  party  and  cut  some 
checks.  ” 

— Larry  Basile, 
owner  of  the  Boston  gay  bar, 
Fritz,  and  member  of  the 
newly-formed  Grass  Roots  Gay 
Rights  Fund. 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Two  gay  men 
attending  last  year’s 
$150-a-plate  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  Dinner  noted 
the  absence  of  most  of  their 
friends.  They  say  they  realized 
that  many  people  could  not  af¬ 
ford  to  attend  the  fundraising 
dinner  for  political  candidates 
who  are  supportive  of  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  legislation. 

Larry  Basile  and  Jon  Goode 
decided  on  that  evening  to  find 
a  way  to  produce  less  expensive 
fundraising  events.  “We 
thought,  let’s  get  as  many  peo¬ 
ple  as  we  can,”  said  Goode, 
who  is  the  owner  of  Body- 
Body,  a  chic  Boston-based 
clothing  store. 

The  Grass  Roots  Gay  Rights 
Fund  (GRGRF)  resulted  from 
Goode  and  Basile’s  conversa¬ 
tion.  Currently  GRGRF  con¬ 
sists  of  eight  gay  men,  a 
number  of  whom  own  or  man¬ 
age  businesses  in  the  Boston 
area.  According  to  Goode,  the 
group  is  open  to  women.  “We 
originally  solicited  a  couple  of 
gals  [to  join]  and  nothing  gell¬ 
ed.  It  was  a  matter  of  time  and 
logistics.  We’re  attempting  to 
get  some  bar  gals  [to  join] .... 
Anyone  who  wants  to  can 
join.” 

Basile,  who  acknowledged 
that  he  has  been  “very  for¬ 
tunate”  in  his  ability  to  make 
money,  said  GRGRF  is  a  way 
to  “put  something  back”  into 
the  community.  “Because  of 
the  AIDS  issue  society  has 
targeted  gay  groups,”  said 
Basile.  “I  want  to  respond  in  a 
concrete  way.” 

GRGRF  plans  to  donate 
money  to  gay  rights  organiza¬ 
tions.  Such  organizations  are 
defined  as  groups  which  active¬ 
ly  work  on  litigation  and  educa¬ 
tion  in  gay-related  areas  or  any 
group  that  has  as  their  primary 


goal  defending  gay  men  and 
lesbians. 

No  formal  application  pro¬ 
cess  is  in  place  for  groups  seek¬ 
ing  money  from  GRGRF. 
While  the  group  welcomes  in¬ 
put  into  their  decisions,  they 
“don’t  have  a  mechanism  [to 
gather  such  input]  other  than 
that  most  everyone  in  the  city 
knows  someone  [in  GRGRF],” 
said  Goode. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
“haven’t  been  involved  tradi¬ 
tionally”  in  lesbian  and  gay 
politics,  will  be  attracted  to 
GRGRF  events,  according  to 
Basile.  “Lots  of  people  go  to 
discos  who  aren’t  politically 
oriented.  These  people  aren’t 
getting  hit  [for  financial  sup¬ 
port  of  the  gay  rights  movement] 
—  to  a  degree  they  aren’t 
aware.” 

To  reach  “the  uninvolved,” 
GRGRF  is  putting  out  the  word 
that  they  are  not  a  political 
organization.  They  want  to  stay 
removed  from  electoral  politics 
and  internal  politics  within  the 
gay  community.  For  example, 
§aid  Goode,  GRGRF  would 
not  be  likely  to  fund  a  gay 
Republican  or  gay  Democratic 
group.  Goode  acknowledged 
that  it  is  “difficult  to  remain 
non-political”  since  they  will  be 
making  decisions  about  what 
types  of  groups  to  fund. 
“We’re  liberal  because  we’re 
funding  rights  groups,”  said 
Goode. 

The  organization’s  first 
event,  “The  Politics  of  Joy, 
Serious  Fun,”  will  be  an  April 
11  dance  party  at  the  Cyclo- 
rama  in  Boston.  Tickets  are  $12 
in  advance  and  $15  at  the  door. 
Money  from  the  event  will  go  to 
local  and  national  organiza¬ 
tions  involved  in  “gay  rights 
litigation  and  education.” 
Tickets  are  on  sale  at  Body- 
Body,  Fritz,  Box  Office  Video, 
Chaps,  The  Metropolitan 
Health  Club,  Paradise, 
Ramrod,  1270  and  Odeon. 
Groups  being  considered  to 
receive  money  from  this  event 
include  Boston’s  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
and  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
Fund. 


japan  proposes  testing  foreigners 

TOKYO  —  The  Japanese  government  has  pro¬ 
posed  an  anti-AIDS  program  which  includes  com¬ 
pulsory  HIV-antibody  testing  of  all  foreigners  enter¬ 
ing  the  country,  according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

The  guidelines,  which  do  not  yet  have  legal  force, 
also  suggest  requiring  doctors  to  report  AIDS  cases 
to  public  health  authorities,  screeing  blood  donors  for 
HIV-antibody,  and  possibly  requiring  tests  for  gay 
men  and  IV-drug  users. 

Apparently  wishing  to  avoid  accusations  of 
xenophobia,  officials  said  they  would  study  the 
policies  of  other  countries  before  implementing  these 
guidelines. 

Although  there  have  been  few  AIDS  cases  in 
Japan  so  far,  public  anxiety  has  been  high  since  a 
Japanese  prostitute  died  of  the  disease  in  January. 

— Martin  Heggestad 


catholics  vs.  michelangelo 

JACKSON  HEIGHTS,  NY  —  Two  self-identified 
“militant  Catholic  organizations”  have  urged  New 
York’s  Cardinal  O’Connor  to  remove  all  works  by  the 
“homosexualist”  artist  Michelangelo  from  St. 
Patrick’s  Cathedral.  The  Morality  Action  Committee 
and  the  General  Franco  League  claim  that  Michel¬ 
angelo’s  works  “glorify  the  naked  male  body.”  They 
say  that  conservative  Catholics  “should  not  have  to 
be  reminded  of  the  perverted  homosexualist 
lifestyle”  which  is  represented  in  the  artist’s  works. 

In  an  apparently  unrelated  development,  People 
Magazine  reports  that  cosmetic  efforts  to  restore  the 
time-ravaged  beauty  of  Michelangelo’s  works  in  the 
Sistine  Chapel  may,  in  fact,  be  destroying  the  art. 

— Marc  Stein 


did  you  see? 

Newsweek  reports  in  the  April  6  edition  that 
television  evangelist  Jim  Bakker  confessed  his  sinful 
tryst  with  Jessica  Hahn  shortly  after  it  happened  sev¬ 
en  years  ago.  He  told  the  terrible  truth  of  his  infidelity 
to  psychologist  Fred  Gross,  a  member  of  the  “Praise 
the  Lord”  (PTL)  television  family.  Last  week,  Gross 
told  viewers  of  PTL  what  it  was  like:  “He  was  sobbing. 
He  was  shaking  so  violently  I  had  to  hold  him.  In  10 
minutes  we  were  on  the  floor.  His  face  was  buried  in 
the  carpet.  He  was  sobbing  and  kicking  and  scream¬ 
ing. . ..  If  there  has  ever  been  a  release,  that  was  a 
release.” 

Newsweek  says  most  of  Bakker’s  followers  were 
convinced  the  repentence  was  sincere. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  JOB  OPENING 


Stephanie  Poggi,  GCN's  News  Editor,  will  be  moving  over  to  edit  our  Features 
department.  This  means  that  now  we  need  a 

NEWS  EDITOR 

to  coordinate  the  news  department;  write  or  assign  to  other  staff  or  volunteer 
writers  articles  of  local  and  national/infernational  interest;  edit  news  copy;  and 
lay  out  news  pages  each  week.  Requires  strong  writing  and  editing  skills. 

All  GCN  positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  com¬ 
mitment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $  180/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff  members 
a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  independence  and  in¬ 
novation. 

Send  resumes  as  soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


CCN  strives  for  a  multi-racial  staff  and  board,  and  for  equal  representation  of  dykes  and  fags.  Cur¬ 
rently  our  staff  is  all  white,  with  four  men,  five  women,  and  one  position  unfilled.  Our  board  is 
comprised  of  two  men  of  color,  two  white  men  and  four  white  women. 


“read  it  again”: 
more  applause  for  long  time 

passing 


Dear  GCN: 

I  have  just  read  Cynthia  Rich’s  review  of  Long 
Time  Passing:  Lives  of  Older  Lesbians  and  all  I 
can  say  is  “PHEW!”  And  all  the  time  I  thought  I 
was  having  fun. 

I  am  one  of  the  poor  old  dears  who  contributed 
to  the  book,  and  also  the  “proud  old  lesbian  on 
the  cover.”  And  I  certainly  don’t  see  the  book  in 
the  same  way  as  Ms.  Rich  sees  it.  Why  is  she  so 
angry?  Of  course  there  is  a  difference  between  50 
and  80,  Cynthia!  But  there  is  also  a  difference  bet¬ 
ween  65  and  65.  We  are  all  different,  and  some  of 
us  prefer  “old”  and  some  of  us  like  “older.”  So 
what? 

To  my  mind,  the  book  (which  was  put  together 
by  a  feminist  therapist,  not  a  gerontologist)  was 
aimed  at  younger  lesbians,  telling  them  what  our 
lives  are  and  were  like,  what  they  can  change  and 
what  they  can  look  forward  to  as  they  age.  It 
wasn’t  easy,  I’m  sure,  interviewing,  taping, 
transcribing,  editing,  threatening,  cajoling,  beg¬ 
ging,  getting  these  22  stories  ready  for  publication, 
but  I  am  glad  Marcy  Adelman  persevered. 

I  find  the  title  subtle  and  apt;  I  don’t  feel  under¬ 
mined,  diminished,  patronized  or  belittled  one 


damned  bit. 

Read  it  again,  Cynthia. 
Frances  Lorraine 
San  Francisco,  CA 


Dear  GCN : 

I  was  upset  by  Cynthia  Rich’s  angry  and  vicious 
attack  on  Marcy  Adelman  in  Rich’s  review  of 
Long  Time  Passing:  Lives  of  Older  Lesbians.  It 
seems  that  Rich  must  reject  anything  which  is  not 
in  complete  agreement  with  her  view  of  ‘older’ 
and  ‘old.’  Her  review  is  more  a  personal  attack 
upon  the  editor  than  a  critique  of  the  book. 

In  contrast  to  Rich’s  position,  I  would  like  to 
applaud  Adelman  for  her  broader  interpretation 
of  the  meaning  of  aging.  By  including  women 
with  a  broad  span  of  ages  and  experiences  in  the 
book,  she  brings  together  generations  of  women 
rather  than  drawing  a  line  which  separates  them.  I 
think  Adelman  and  all  the  contributors  deserve  a 
standing  ovation. 

Matile  Poor 
San  Francisco 


what  do  ‘human  right’  groups  do? 


Dear  GCN: 

First  of  all  I  would  like  to  thank  GCN  for  being 
there.  Also  I’d  like  to  thank  those  who  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  me  showing  their  support  and  concerns.  It 
is  you  who  make  each  day  better  and  keep  me  go¬ 
ing. 

Now  I  need  to  express  my  feelings  of  anger  and 
disappointment,  and  sometimes  confusion.  For 
the  past  month  I  have  been  seeking  help  from  at¬ 
torneys  and  groups  who  say  they  are  interested  in 
gay  rights  or  in  prisoner  rights.  All  to  no  avail. 
The  reason  for  my  search  is  because  I  was  denied 
parole  on  the  grounds  of  my  sexual  preference. 
This  is  down  in  plain  black  and  white,  and  a  clear 
case  of  discrimination.  Since  the  denial  I  have 
been  involved  in  trying  to  file  a  lawsuit  and  have 
begun  to  find  many  more  ways  in  which  they  are 
violating  my  right  to  Due  Process.  At  this  point  I 
have  grounds  for  a  malpractice  suit  against  my  at¬ 
torney  and  appellant  attorney,  slander  and 
discrimination  suits  against  the  parole  board  and 
the  probation  agent  who  wrote  my  pre-sentence 
investigation  report. 

All  of  this  is  very  intricate  (welcome  to 
‘democracy’:  government  of,  by  &  for  ‘the  peo¬ 
ple’)  and  technical,  requiring  the  skills  of  some¬ 
one  educated  in  the  law.  As  a  prisoner  and  poor, 
that  is  unavailable  to  me.  Therefore  I  have  turned 
outward  for  help.  No  one  has  responded.  This  is 
very  frustrating  and  confusing.  Without  that  out¬ 
side  support  I  am  setting  myself  up  for  even  more 
continued,  retaliatory  harassment.  Yet  my  pride 
and  need  to  be  treated  as  equal  keep  me  fighting. 
At  times  I  feel  very  alone  in  the  struggle  and 
wonder  what  these  ‘human  rights’  groups  actual¬ 
ly  do?  And  where  are  all  my  brothers  and  sisters 
who  have  felt  the  hand  of  oppression  themselves? 

Like  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  I  have  a  dream 
too!  I’d  like  to  be  accepted  for  what  I  am,  but  my 
sexual  preference  is  constantly  the  object  of 
ridicule  and  persecution. 

When  I  was  younger  I  struggled  to  accept  and 
understand  myself  on  my  own,  alone.  Not  until  I 


came  to  prison  did  I  find  out  about  a  “gay  com¬ 
munity”  through  GCN.  Now  after  discovering  a 
whole  world  of  people  like  me,  I’m  still  alone,  in 
my  struggle  to  be  accepted  and  treated  as  an 
equal. 

Those  of  you  who  are,  thank  you  for  being  there, 

Ron  Rousseau 

171281 

2400  S.  Sheridan 
Muskegon,  MI  49442 

support  the  gay  & 
lesbian  center 

Dear  GCN: 

I  applaud  Laurie  Huber’s  article  of  March  22. 
Boston’s  own  gay  and  lesbian  community  center 
is  long  overdue. 

Other  major  metropolitan  areas  have  their  gay 
and  lesbian  “home  bases”  —  Baltimore,  New 
York,  Los  Angeles,  and  Washington,  D.C.  to 
name  a  few.  Indeed,  cities  such  as  Los  Angeles 
and  New  York  have  gone  so  far  as  to  import 
Boston  activists  to  run  their  centers.  We  have  the 
talent,  the  money  and  above  all,  the  urgent  need 
to  create  a  community  center  in  Boston.  Lame  ex¬ 
cuses  born  of  gutless  internalized  homophobia 
are  no  longer  acceptable  reasons  for  opposing 
such  a  center. 

The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
fully  endorses  a  community  center  for  metropol¬ 
itan  Boston  and  urges  the  gay  and  lesbian  family 
to  involve  itself  in  the  support  of  this  vital  pro¬ 
ject. 

As  Dorothy  said,  “there’s  no  place  like 
home!” 

Fraternally, 

Will  Hutchinson 
Chair  of  the  Alliance 


lesbian  s/m 
oppressive 

Dear  GCN: 

I’ve  been  reading  the  dialogue  between 
Margaret  Hunt  and  Celeste  Friend  regarding 
feminism  and  sexuality.  Although  I  did  not  at¬ 
tend  the  conference  discussed  in  their  articles,  I 
would  like  to  comment  on  the  topic  of  lesbian 
s/m.  I  do  not  care  to  defend  “New  Radical  Fem¬ 
inism,”  as  I  am  not  even  sure  that  such  a  thing  ex¬ 
ists.  I  am,  however,  surprised  at  Margaret  Hunt’s 
assertions  that  standing  against  lesbian  s/m 
should  not  be  of  immediate  concern  to  feminists. 

Lesbian  s/m  thrives  on  the  oppression  of 
women.  Through  domination,  objectification, 
humiliation,  and  brutality,  women  who  practice 
sadism  replicate  the  oppressive  practices  which 
we  have  suffered  through  patriarchy.  These  are 
the  same  practices  which,  when  carried  out  by 
men,  we  feminists  oppose.  However,  when  we  see 
that  womanhood  and  lesbianism  have  been  poi¬ 
soned  by  the  same  murderous  philosophies  as 
patriarchy,  Margaret  Hunt  asks  us  to  look  the 
other  way. 

Many  pro-s/m  people  have  claimed  that  s/m  is 
an  empowering  practice.  The  only  type  of  power 
which  sadists  seem  to  claim  is  the  same  type  of 
power  that  has  been  used  against  women  by  men 
for  centuries.  Is  there  anything  positive  about  this 
Type  of  power?  Any  power  which  is  not  shared  is 
oppressive. 

It  seems  threatening  to  the  women’s  movement 
for  feminists  to  criticize  each  other,  but  it  is  far 
from  threatening;  it  is  necessary.  For  the  feminist 
movement  to  continue  with  some  direction,  we 
must  analyse  ourselves,  our  actions  and  our 
goals.  We  must  define  the  kind  of  power  or 
power-sharing  which  is  pro-woman.  To  simply 
try  to  turn  the  tables  on  men  is  reactionary,  and  a 
reactionary  movement  is  weaker  than  any  other 
type  of  movement;  a  reactionary  lifestyle  is  more 
self-deprecating  than  any  other  type  of  lifestyle. 

In  a  related  letter,  Redmond  claims  that  argu¬ 
ing  against  s/m  involves  bringing  “power  from 
within  a  woman.”  I  fail  to  see  how  a  victim  of 
s/m  violence  (physical  and  psychological)  is  able 
to  experience  any  feelings  of  power.  The  s/m 
movement  purports  that  an  s/m  lifestyle  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  choice,  but  much  sadist  practice  involves 
limiting  choice  for  the  “bottom”  woman.  It  is  un¬ 
nerving  that  support  groups  for  battered  lesbians 
are  becoming  almost  as  plentiful  as  coming-out 
groups  in  the  Pioneer  Valley. 

Redmond  states  that  she  is  unable  to  find 
pleasure  in  non-abusive  sex,, I  do  not  accept  this 
excuse  from  male  sexual  abusers  or  rapists.  Why 
should  I  accept  this  kind  of  excuse  from  women 
who  abuse  women  or  women  who  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  be  abused.  Abuse  is  a  negative  term  and 
a  negative  action.  It  is  unfortunate  that  patriar¬ 
chy  has  instilled  an  equation  of  abuse  with 
pleasure  in  women.  It  is  up  to  us  to  help  each 
other  overcome  the  damages  of  patriarchy. 
Yours  in  sisterhood, 

M.  Lynne  Murphy 
Amherst,  MA 


evident  (?)  sarcasm 

Dear  GCN: 

Silly  me  for  not  noting  the  “evident”  sarcasm 
in  Don  Hill’s  characterization  of  Bernard  as  a 
“diminutive  but  amusing  Negro”!  (See  his  review 
of  Boys  in  the  Band ,  GCN,  March  8-14,  and  my 
letter  in  “Community  Voices,”  March  29-April 
4.)  I  generally  appreciate  such  wit  —  indeed,  I 
tried  to  incorporate  some  myself  in  the  reviews  I 
wrote  for  GCN  in  the  early  ’80s  —  and  I  don’t 
usually  have  trouble  recognizing  sarcasm  in  other 
people’s  writing. 

Clearly  the  problem  here  is  not  that  Don  Hill 
fails  to  signal  his  sarcasm  (by  putting  the  ques¬ 
tionable  phrase  in  quotation  marks,  for  instance, 
or  through  a  shift  in  his  rhetoric),  but  that  I  have 
allowed  my  consciousness  as  a  black  person  to 
blind  me  to  his  humor.  By  way  of  explanation,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  do  tend  to  get  my  defenses  up 
whenever  the  press  (lesbian  and  gay  or  main¬ 
stream)  makes  mention  of  black  people  in 
whatever  context,  especially  when  the  racial 
identity  of  the  writer  is  unknown  to  me.  This  is 
because  such  references  are  not  usually  used  to 
point  up  the  joke  within  racism  itself,  as  Don  Hill 
presumably  intends  to  do,  but  rather  to  make 
blacks  themselves  the  butt  of  a  much  more 
pointed  joke,  one  which  most  of  us  don’t  have  the 
ability  even  to  respond  to,  much  less  to  escape. 

The  explanation  provided  by  the  Features 
Editor  at  least  clarifies  the  intention  behind  Hill’s 
phrasing.  1  will  be  generous  in  my  re-evaluation 
of  his  piece,  and  I  hope  that  GCN  likewise  at¬ 
tempts  to  signal  when  its  writers  make  rhetorical 
turns  in  the  future,  and  continues  to  manifest  the 
sensitivity  to  the  concerns  of  people  of  color  we 
have  come  to  expect  from  its  staff. 

Phillip  Brian  Harper 
Madison,  WI 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Speaking  Out— - 

Run,  Ginny,  Run; 

We  Need  a  Gay  or  Lesbian 

Presidential  Candidate 

\ 

By  David  Scondras 


I  agree  with  Reverend  Pat  Robertson.  His  gun-toting,  bible-thumping  television 
“ministry”  warns  us  that  America  is  in  desperate  need  of  salvation,  and  I  agree. 

But  we  are  talking  about  two  different  Americas  —  his  one  of  polyester  patriots 
who  see  conformity  as  an  index  of  righteousness  and  who  fear  the  responsibility  freedom 
brings. 

His  political  vision  of  this  country  is  precisely  the  one  1  want  to  save  our  country  from. 

But  Reverend  Robertson  is  ahead  of  the  battle.  As  a  presidential  candidate  he 
understands  that  though  his  views  represent  only  a  small  minority  of  people  in  this  country 
he  can  exercise  disproportionate  political  influence  because  he  has  organized,  vocalized,  and 
energized  his  followers. 

The  gay  and  lesbian  community  can  learn  a  lot  from  Reverend  Robertson.  And  the 
number  one  lesson  is  that  we  should  run  an  openly  gay  or  lesbian  candidate  for  President. 

To  such  a  race  we  bring  limited,  but  enormously  useful  and  powerful,  resources.  We 
are  natural  coalition  builders  for  we  are  male  and  female,  black  and  white,  young  and  old, 
urban  and  rural,  comprised  of  every  nationality,  religion,  and  economic  background. 

And  we  are  everywhere.  Our  hundreds  of  newspapers,  thousands  of  bars,  community 
centers,  health  clinics,  churches,  organizations,  and  millions  of  brothers  and  sisters  coupled 
with  our  compassion,  energy,  and  unmatched  creativity  are  ripe  with  national  political 
potential. 

Imagine  this  scenario:  someone  with  skill,  persuasiveness,  and  the  appeal  of  Ginny 
Apuzzo  enters  the  New  Hampshire  primary.  Hundreds  of  students  from  New  England 
stream  into  New  Hampshire  joining  activists  there  to  tell  voters  of  Ginny’s  version,  her 
commitment  to  a  broad  range  of  issues,  and  her  courage  in  fighting  to  liberate  us  all  from 
homophobic  bigotry. 

At  every  candidates  forum,  television  appearance,  and  campaign  stop,  the  national 
presidential  campaign  is  forced  to  deal  with  lesbian  and  gay  issues,  to  hear  our  demands  as 
presented  by  an  articulate,  personable  woman.  Gary  Hart  would  be  forced  to  speak  out  on 
our  rights  as  parents.  Richard  Gephardt  would  have  to  address  his  proposal  for  a  national 
AIDS  policy.  And  Michael  Dukakis  would  be  challenged  at  every  turn. 

Ginny  could  capture  the  imagination  of  people  everywhere,  and  perhaps  even  astonish 
political  pundits  by  placing  well  among  independent-minded  New  Hampshire  voters  with 
her  sincere  appeal  for  a  better  America. 

But  how  many  delegates  she  wins,  how  many  primaries  she  manages  to  run  in,  is  not  as 
important  as  the  fact  of  her  conducting  a  campaign.  Simply  by  running,  by  not  accepting  her 
seat  in  the  back  of  the  Democratic  party  bus,  she  would  put  us  miles  ahead  of  where  we 
would  be  by  relying  on  straight  “friends”  who  have  traditionally  produced  little  for  our 
community. 

By  organizing,  vocalizing,  and  energizing  we  can  empower  ourselves  to  do  something 
about  the  oppression  we  face  and  we  can  alter  the  political  course  of  this  country  with  a 
concentrated,  focused  campaign. 

There  wil  be  those  who  say,  “Oh  no,  we  cannot  hurt  the  chances  for  a  Democrat  in  the 
White  House.”  And  just  as  Martin  Luther  King  and  every  liberator  before  and  since  has 


been  told,  we  will  be  warned  that  “now  is  the  time.” 

This  is  a  mistake. 

We  want  so  much  to  pretend  that  we  belong,  that  America  loves  us,  that  we  place  every 
agenda  ahead  of  our  own.  We  must  understand  that  there  is  no  fight  more  precious,  no 
cause  more  just,  no  victory  more  deserving,  not  time  more  urgent  than  ours  is  now. 

There  must  be  an  end  to  gay  children  being  thrown  off  bridges  to  their  death. 

There  must  be  a  new  freedom  to  allow  all  of  us  to  dance  wherever  there  is  dancing. 

There  must  be  a  realization  that  America  will  be  made  stronger  by  investing  in  life 
rather  than  insanely  wasting  trillions  in  preparation  for  global  destruction. 

And  there  must  be  an  end  to  the  quiet  desperation  of  those  shaking  in  closets  and  the 
gratuitous  punishment  that  leads  so  many  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  to  walk  crippled 
through  life  as  emotionally  disturbed,  mentally  tormented,  and  alcoholic. 

More  and  more  of  us  have  the  courage  and  self-respect  to  recognize  that  if  we  do  not 
rock  the  boat  we  will  be  drowned.  The  injustices  we  confront  cannot  be  discounted  any 
longer  by  feelings  that  somehow  we  deserve  them,  that  our  struggle  for  justice  is  not  as  valid 
as  others. 

We  are  the  people  faced  with  the  Dred  Scott  decision  of  this  century,  suffering  from  the 
neglect  of  the  disease  of  this  century,  with  the  accumulated  indignities  and  oppression  of 
generations. 

And  we  have  the  time,  talent,  and  vision  to  change  this  country. 

The  national  democratic  party  has  repeatedly  slammed  its  door  in  our  face,  willing  to 
take  our  resources,  votes,  and  energy,  but  unwilling  to  stand  up  for  us  except  with  mushed- 
mouth  lip  service. 

The  time  has  come  to  push  open  the  door,  to  announce  that  it  will  be  easier  to  include  us 
than  to  take  us  for  granted. 

Pat  Robertson  is  running  for  President  and  understands  he  is  fighting  a  war  with 
homosexuals  over  America’s  salvation. 

I  know  which  side  I’m  on.  And  I  know  I  need  a  lesbian  or  gay  presidential  candidate. 

If  you  are  interested  in  Ginny  running  please  drop  me  a  note:  David  Scondras,  Boston 
City  Council,  Boston,  MA  02201,  or  give  me  a  call  at  (617)  725-4225. 

David  Scondras  is  an  openly  gay  City  Councillor  in  Boston,  Mass. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  com¬ 
ments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this 
space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED, 
and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective 
reserves  the  right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.” 
The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of 
the  newspaper,  the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Community  Voices - 

glaad  has  not  lived  up  to  our  expectations 


Dear  GCN: 

We  have  been  following  with  interest  the  ex¬ 
change  of  letters  about  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation  (GLAAD)  in  the 
New  York  Native  (some  of  which  appeared  in  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  News).  This  exchange  has  clear¬ 
ly  revealed  the  sad  fact  that  GLAAD  has  not  at  all 
lived  up  to  the  expectations  that  many  in  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  had  for  it  when  it  was 
formed. 

Unfortunately,  these  letters  —  primarily 
charges  and  counter  charges  between  present  and 
former  leaders  of  GLAAD  —  have  not  in  fact  ex¬ 
posed  the  real  weaknesses  and  mistakes  of 
GLAAD. 

When  GLAAD  was  first  formed  it  showed 
great  promise.  Hundreds  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
jammed  a  meeting  called  to  protest  the  state 
public  health  code  which  banned  oral  and  anal  sex 
in  public  establishments  and  the  unleashing  of  a 
homophobic  media  campaign  (primarily  in  the 
New  York  Post).  GLAAD  became  a  rallying 
point  for  those  who  were  tired  of  the  use  of  AIDS 
as  a  club  against  us,  who  were  tired  of  the  idea 
that  we  should  be  ashamed  of  our  sexuality,  who 
wanted  to  begin  fighting  back. 

In  the  weeks  that  followed,  various  GLAAD 
committees  were  set  up  and  were  very  well  attend¬ 
ed.  People  came  anxious  to  build  something. 
However,  from  the  beginning  it  was  clear  that 
GLAAD  was  not,  and  did  not  intend  to  be,  a 
democratic  organization.  At  committee  meetings 
we  were  told  that  the  “Steering  Committee”  had 
already  made  the  decisions  and  the  purpose  of  the 
working  committee  was  to  implement  these  deci¬ 
sions. 

The  Steering  Committee,  we  found,  was 
completely  self-appointed.  There  was  no 
mechanism  whatever  for  rank-and-file  par¬ 
ticipants  in  GLAAD  to  have  any  say  in  the  deci¬ 
sion  making  process.  In  fact  GLAAD  was  not 
really  an  organization  that  one  could  join.  You 
could  join  one  of  the  committees,  but  this  did  not 
give  you  any  say  as  to  who  should  be  leading 
GLAAD  or  what  its  policies  should  be. 

This  lack  of  democratic  structure  flows  from 
the  middle  class,  elitist  outlook  which  permeates 
the  GLAAD  steering  committe.  Amongst  all  the 
dishing  and  counter -dishing  it  is  clear  that  virtual¬ 


ly  all  the  present  and  past  leaders  of  GLAAD 
have  the  self-conception  that  they  are  and  should 
be  the  “leaders,”  and  the  rest  of  us  the  followers. 
None  of  them  has  questioned  the  undemocratic 
structure  or  the  conception  of  a  self-appointed 
steering  committee.  Darrell  Yates  Rist  has  the 
nerve  to  say,  “But  somewhere  here  the  whole 
community  is  at  fault.  GLAAD. .  .flickered  out 
with  very  little  comment  from  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.”  Since  GLAAD  did  all  it  could  to 
shield  itself  from  criticism  by  even  its  own  rank- 
and-file  supporters  —  Rist  admits  keeping  silent 
about  any  internal  problems  in  GLAAD  —  it  is 
somewhat  disingenuous  to  blame  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  for  failing  to  criticize  GLAAD! 

Vito  Russo,  in  a  recent  letter  printed  in  the 
Native,  states  that  GLAAD  leaders  had  agreed 
among  themselves  to  devote  6  months  to  GLAAD 
when  it  was  formed.  How,  he  asks,  could  “artic¬ 
ulate,  dynamic,  involved,  creative  people. . .  ”  be 
asked  to  abandon  their  lives  and  their  careers  for 
longer  than  this?  Those  of  us  who  have  devoted 
years  to  the  gay  struggle  find  this  amusing.  More 
importantly,  the  vast  majority  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  who  do  not  have  middle  class  “careers”  to 
safeguard,  are  not  amused.  For  most  of  us,  the 
struggle  is  a  necessity,  not  a  choice.  We  are  not  in¬ 
terested  in  following  middle  class  “leaders”  who 
promise  to  give  us  six  months  of  their  “valuable” 
time! 

Several  of  the  letters  have  bemoaned  the  lack  of 
participation  by  women  and  people  of  color  in  the 
activities  of  GLAAD.  Realistically,  however,  if 
you  start  with  a  self-appointed,  elitist,  white, 
predominantly  male  leadership,  if  you  then  create 
an  organization  with  no  mechanism  whatever  for 
democratic  input  from  anyone,  how  can  you  ex¬ 
pect  to  draw  in  third  world  people  and  women  — 
people  whose  ideas  and  needs  are  usually  ig¬ 
nored?  If  you  do  as  much  as  possible  to  limit  the 
organization  to  combatting  “defamation,”  in  the 
narrowly-defined  sense  of  media  coverage,  how 
can  you  seriously  expect  to  attract  people  for 
whom  middle-class  respectability  is  not  their 
primary  goal?  This  is  in  fact  what  happened  with 
GLAAD  and  one  reason  GLAAD  never  achieved 
its  potential. 

There  is,  in  fact,  a  tremendous  potential  in  the 


lesbian  and  gay  community  to  build  the  kind  of 
movement  that  we  need.  There  are  many  “artic¬ 
ulate,  dynamic,  involved,  creative  people” 
among  “ordinary”  working  class  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  We  need  a  real  democratic  movement 
which  seeks  to  unleash  the  potential  in  everyone, 
instead  of  trying  to  build  up  the  reputations  of  a 
few  self-styled  “leaders.” 

Over  and  over  again  in  the  past  year  or  so,  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  in  New  York  has 
shown  its  desire  and  need  to  militantly  fight  for 
our  liberation  —  in  the  response  to  the  state 
public  “health”  code  and  closing  of  gay 
establishments  mentioned  above,  and  in  the 
angry  response  to  the  Supreme  Court  sodomy 
decision.  Moreover,  it  was  “ordinary”  people 
who  pushed  the  leadership  aside  on  July  4th, 
resulting  in  a  very  successful  demonstration  in 
Battery  Park  in  the  midst  of  the  “Liberty” 
celebration. 

We  need  a  movement  that  addresses  the  needs 
of  all  lesbians  and  gays.  We  need  a  movement 
that  understands  the  intimate  connections  bet¬ 
ween  the  struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
and  the  struggle  for  women’s  liberation.  We  need 
to  understand  that  because  “we  are  everywhere,” 
we  cannot  pretend  that  issues  such  as  racism, 
apartheid,  and  U.S.  intervention  in  Central 
America  are  things  that  straight  people  should 
worry  about  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  gay  peo¬ 
ple. 

We  certainly  understand  that  these  are  difficult 
times,  and  there  are  no  magic  formulas  for 
building  a  movement.  We  feel,  however,  that  if 
all  the  resources  that  went  into  organizing 
GLAAD  were  put  into  an  effort  to  really  organize 
and  tap  the  potential  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  —  working  class,  Black,  Latin  and  white, 
women  and  men  —  we  could  at  least  begin  to 
build  the  kind  of  movement  that  we  really  need. 
Yours  in  struggle, 

Steve  Rose 
Wayne  King 

(members  of:  Lesbian  &  Gay  Liberation  & 
Solidarity  Committee,  Lesbian  &  Gay  Network 
of  Mobilization  for  Survival,  Revolutionary 
Socialist  League) 


we’re  fed  up! 

Dear  GCN: 

We’re  fed  up!  Let’s  go  to  Georgia  and  turn 
ousel ves  in  and  demand  justice. 

If  25  million  gays  turn  ourselves  in,  what  would 
our  Supreme  Court  do  then? 

June  30  is  the  first  anniversary  of  their  anti¬ 
sodomy  ruling.  We  here  in  prison  want  to  do 
something  about  it.  We’re  calling  for  a  nation¬ 
wide  fast  of  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners. 

We  are  calling  for  our  community  to  join  hands 
with  us.  Both  in  prison  and  in  the  ‘free’  world. 
Thank  you, 

Nathaniel  Barnes 
136238  G-4-1 16 
1000  St  Clair  Road 
Springville,  AL  35146 

P.S.  BWMT/Boston,  Thanks  for  the  support. 
We  love  you! 


added  strength 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  an  incarcerated  Third  World  Lesbian  in 
the  Racist,  Sexist,  Homophobic,  Virginia  Prison 
System.  Since  1985  your  newspaper  and  con¬ 
tinued  unyielding  support  have  given  me  the  add¬ 
ed  strength  through  the  fact  of  knowing  that  there 
were  people  from  the  Gay  Community  who  were 
Concerned  about  us  who  are  “inside.” 

Fortunately,  1  have  been  granted  parole  from 
this  system  that  totally  dehumanizes,  debases  and 
hinders  an  individual’s  right  to  personal  growth 
and  self-expression.  “Rehabilitation”  in  its  pro¬ 
per  concept  is  unheard  of  here. 

My  release  date  is  scheduled  in  a  couple  of 
weeks,  so  at  this  time  please  remove  me  from  your 
mailing  list.  I  would  not  want  the  administration 
here  to  have  the  opportunity  to  dispose  of  your 
newspaper,  which  could  go  to  another  prisoner 
somewhere.  My  subscription  at  regular  subscrip¬ 
tion  rates  is  shortly  to  follow  this  letter. 

Thanks  again! 

Toni  Richardson 
Goochland,  VA 
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HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


=  15  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY = 


•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

l 

•  confidential  • 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


'mV AM  man  a? 
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Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 


•Social/Cultural  Events 

•Holiday  Observances  •  Egalitarian  Liturgy 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA,  02238,  (617)  782-8894 


Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an  escape  from  depression 
or  relationships.  You’re  hooked  if  you  put  yourself 
in  danger  and  brush  aside  worries  about  AIDS. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


More  lesbian  shows  than  usual 

Boston’s  Les/Gay  Film  Fest 


i  .W'iir  ^  Mm 

Bob  (Christopher  Guest),  Bruce  (Jeff  Goldblum)  and  Prudence  (Julie 
Hagerty)  find  themselves  in  a  strange  and  uncomfortable  situation  in 
Robert  Altman’s  Beyond  Therapy. 


Beyond  Therapy.  Directed  by 
Robert  Altman.  Written  by 
Robert  Altman  and  Christopher 
Durang.  Based  on  the  play  by 
Christopher  Durang.  With  Julie 
Hagerty,  Jeff  Goldblum,  Glenda 
Jackson,  Tom  Conti.  Running 
time  93  minutes.  At  the  Nickelo¬ 
deon,  Boston. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Once  again  Boston  is  being 
treated  to  a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Film 
Festival.  This  is  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  depending  on  when  you 
start  counting  and  it  has  been  a 
critical,  commercial,  and  by  most 
accounts,  artistic  success.  The 
theater  has  been  packed  every 
night  and  Waiting  for  the  Moon,  a 
small-budget  film  about  the 
relationship  between  Gertrude 
Stein  and  Alice  B.  Toklas,  grossed 
more  money  than  any  other 
Boston  film  for  two  weekends  in  a 
row.  Critics,  although  not  kind  to 
every  particular  film,  have  been 
very  supportive  of  the  festival  as  a 
whole.  And  the  films  themselves 

—  something  of  a  mixed  bag 
(which  is  the  case  in  every  festival) 

—  have  generally  been  much  better 
than  what  is  usually  playing  in 
theaters. 


Mitsuko  (Mio  Takaki)  and  Louise 
(Gudrun  Landgrebe)  portray  bi¬ 
sexual  lovers  in  Nazi  Germany  in 
Liliana  Cavani’s  The  Berlin  Af¬ 
fair. 

Perhaps  most  importantly,  this 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Film  Festival  has 
had  more  than  a  token  lesbian 
presence.  The  Boston  premiere  of 
Waiting  for  the  Moon  was  a  great 
success  and  also  a  great  way  to 
open  and  platform  a  small  film 
which  may  have  opened  and  left 
with  very  little  notice.  All  of  the 
other  lesbian  films  are  also  Boston 
premieres.  Lilianna  Cavani’s  lush, 
silly  The  Berlin  Affair  may  have 


seemed  closer  to  a  gay  male  sen¬ 
sibility  than  what  is  usually  taken 
to  be  a  “lesbian  film,”  but  its  very 
presence  broadened  the  notion  of 
what  women  may  expect  from  a 
festival  such  as  this.  Though 
Richard's  Things,  a  technically 
fine,  mainstream  British  film  with 
Liv  Ulman,  was  boring,  Nine¬ 
teen/Nineteen  (about  two  of 
Freud’s  patients,  one  of  whom  is  a 
lesbian)  and  Simone,  a  new  French 
film  by  a  19-year-old  fimmaker, 
both  promise  to  be  exciting  and  deal 
with  lesbians  as  important,  not 
merely  incidental,  characters. 

Another  Boston  premiere  was 
the  French  L  'Homme  Blesse 
which  did  so  well  it  will  open  com¬ 
mercially  in  several  weeks. 
Matinee,  directed  by  Jaime 
Humberto  Hermosillo  ( Dona 
Herlinda  and  Her  Son )  was  a 
charming  film  from  Mexico, 
which  presented  two  kidnapped 
boys  who  evolve  a  strange,  and 
decidedly  mixed,  relationship  with 
their  captors.  There  was  also  a 
premiere  of  Mala  Noche  about  a 
young,  migrant  Mexican  hustler  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  This,  along 
with  the  screenings  ol. Matinee  and 
Arturo  Ripstein’s  Hell  Without 
Limits  (shown  last  year  at  the 
Boston  Film  Festival)  leads  one  to 
believe  that  the  ever-growing 
Mexican  cinema  may  well  be  a 
supplier  of  gay  films. 

One  of  the  best  films  to  be 
shown  this  year  is  the  short 
documentary,  made  for  Dutch 
TV,  about  the  death  of  gay  Italian 
writer  and  filmmaker  Pier  Paolo 
Pasolini  entitled  Whoever  Says  the 
Truth  Will  Die.  Directed  by  Philo 
Bregstein,  the  film  is  both  an  over¬ 
view  of  Pasolini’s  life  and  work, 
and  an  expose  of  the  official  cover- 
up  of  his  assassination.  Pasolini,  a 
boy-lover  with  a  penchant  for 


rough  trade,  was  brutally  beaten 
and  murdered.  The  official  report 
claims  the  murderer  was  a  dis¬ 
gruntled  hustler,  but  Bregstein  — 
and  many  of  Pasolini’s  friends  — 
are  certain  it  was  a  right-wing  at¬ 
tack  on  a  radical  gay  man  with  a 
high  political  profile.  Impassioned 
and  well-argued,  it  should  be  a  re¬ 
quired  second  feature  for  any 
showings  of  Pasolini’s  Films.  The 
Festival  showed  it  with  his  wonder¬ 
ful  Arabian  Nights,  a  very 
beautiful  and  gay  version  of  the 
classsic  tales. 

A  festival  with  so  many  good 
things  is  going  to  have  to  have 
some  downspots  and  Beyond 
Therapy  is  certainly  a  downspot. 
Based  on  the  play  by  Christopher 
Durang  and  directed  by  the  almost 
always  interesting  Robert  Altman 
(Nashville,  Three  Women),  Beyond 
Therapy  is  a  terrible  mess  of  a 
movie.  Durang’.s  play  is  a  funny 
look  at  the  New  York  singles  scene 
where  people  are  so  afraid  to  make 
a  commitment  and  so  completely 
inundated  by  pop-psycho-culture- 
babble  that  communication  is 
almost  impossible.  Prudence 
(Julie  Hagerty)  and  Bruce  (Jeff 
Goldblum)  meet  through  the  per¬ 
sonals:  he  loves  her  because  she 
looks  fragile  like  a  woman,  she 
loves  him  because  he  is  tall  like  a 
man;  he  hates  it  when  she  criticizes 
him  for  crying,  she  hates  the  fact 
that  he  has  a  male  lover  —  Bob  — 
at  home.  All  anyone  can  talk 
about  is  how  they  feel  (and 
everyone  concerned  sees  a  thera¬ 
pist  who  is  crazier  than  they  are) 
but  there  is  no  time  to  act  on  those 
feelings.  Durang’s  witty  script  was 
No  Exit  as  seen  through  Psychology 
Today,  and  then  read  about  in 
People. 

Continued  on  page  12 


Local  Students’  AIDS  Plays 


The  Normal  Heart  by  Larry 
Kramer.  At  Harvard  University. 
March  19-22. 

Martin  on  the  Inside  by  Dan 

Kagan.  At  Brandeis  University. 
April  1-5. 

By  Edmund  Carlevale 
Two  plays  about  AIDS  recently 
staged  at  local  colleges  offer  fresh 
evidence  as  to  the  marvelous 
resource  these  theater  companies 
provide  to  Boston.  Larry  Kramer’s 
The  Normal  Heart,  such  a  con¬ 
troversy  on  Broadway  last  year, 
was  put  on  by  Harvard’s  Kennedy 
School  of  Government,  an  irony 
along  the  lines  of  Tammy  and 
Jim  Bakker  fundraising  for 
NAMBLA.  The  Kennedy  School’s 
bare-bones  production  was  two 
flats  and  a  bed  away  from  a 
straight  reading,  but  the  actors  got 
their  lines  out,  three  or  four  did 
much  more  than  that,  and 
Kramer’s  eloquent  fury  took  care 
of  the  rest.  A  couple  of  weeks  later 


Brandeis  University  presented 
Martin  on  the  Inside,  a  new  work 
by  graduate  student  Dan  Kagan. 
With  good  intentions  minus  the 
experience  to  bring  them  off, 
Kagan  provided  an  unsettling 
Reagan-like  evening  of  one-liners 
and  misinformation,  the  most 
curious  being  an  uncontested 
statement  that  a  person  with  AIDS 
may  spread  the  disease  by  biting 
someone.  Though  Kagan  seemed 
at  times  to  be  working  from  a  draft 
of  a  play  about  vampires,  some  of 
his  lines  were  deft  and  overall  the 
evening  wasn’t  without  its  felic¬ 
ities. 

Whatever  do  people  who  find 
Larry  Kramer  controversial  think 
of  German  director  Rosa  von 
Praunheim,  who  in  his  movie  A 
Virus  Has  No  Morals  advocates  an 
army  of  people  with  AIDS  terror¬ 
izing  an  indifferent  public?  The 
degree  to  which  Larry  Kramer  is 
pushed  from  the  middle  of  the 
road,  where  his  talent  and  tactics 
place  him,  to  an  extremist  position 


is  exactly  the  degree  to  which  the 
gay  movement  is  in  trouble.  His 
1985  play  details  the  early  days  of 
AIDS,  when  he  and  a  handful  of 
friends  fought  for  funds  and  atten¬ 
tion  from  the  likes  of  Mayor  Koch, 
the  New  York  Times,  the  CDC, 
etc.  According  to  the  play,  Kra¬ 
mer’s  cronies  quickly  became  an¬ 
tagonistic  crazies,  as  the  latter 
preached  moderation,  concilia¬ 
tion,  biding  one’s  time,  while  he 
urged  confrontation,  bullying, 
publicity,  all  the  tactics  which 
retrospect  has  born  out  as  singu¬ 
larly  effective. 

Mind  you,  the  play  has  its  prob¬ 
lems,  most  having  to  do  with  some 
glib  statements  that  abstinence  is 
the  only  way  to  go.  Also,  it  isn’t 
always  clear  that  some  of  the  in¬ 
formation  presented  is  outdated. 
No  doubt  the  Barbra  Streisand- 
directed,  Larry  Kramer-written 
movie  version,  if  and  when  it  gets 
made,  will  resolve  these  detrac¬ 
tions  from  what  is  so  far  the  best 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Gay  Men’s  Voices 
Rise  Up  Singin’ 


Rise  Up  Singing.  The  Boston  Gay 
Men ’s  Chorus  in  concert.  Jordan 
Hall,  Boston,  March  28. 

By  Tom  Grabosky 

Somewhere  in  the  Great 
Beyond  the  spirit  of  George 
Gershwin  must  be  turning  cart¬ 
wheels.  It  seems  that  everywhere 
one  looks  lately  someone  is  per¬ 
forming  his  music.  Perhaps  part 
of  this  latest  Gershwinmania  is  in¬ 
spired  by  the  recent  discovery  of  a 
number  of  heretofore  unknown 
scores  of  Gershwin  tunes  (an  event 
which  made  considerable  waves  in 
some  circles).  More  likely,  it’s  an 
expression  of  that  particular  con¬ 
sciousness  so  pervasive  in 
American  music  which  turns  in 
upon  itself  periodically  for 
nourishment  and  to  reestablish  an 
essential  identity.  Gershwin  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  prime  source  of  that  iden¬ 
tity.  He  was  the  Great  American 
Composer,  and  few  if  any  have 
managed  to  equal  or  surpass  the 
genius  which  gave  us  “Rhapsody 
in  Blue,”  “An  American  In 
Paris,”  and  of  course  his  master¬ 
piece,  “Porgy  and  Bess.” 

The  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
recently  joined  the  Gershwin 
wave,  performing  a  varied  pro¬ 
gram  featuring  a  special  arrange¬ 
ment  from  “Porgy  and  Bess.” 

When  I  first  learned  B.G.M.C. 
would  be  doing  material  from 
“Porgy  and  Bess’  I  wondered, 
would  there  be  Black  singers?  And 
what  about  Bess?  When  Gershwin 
premiered  “Porgy  and  Bess”  at 
the  Colonial  theater  in  Boston  on 
Sept.  20,  1935,  he  and  col¬ 
laborator  Edwin  DuBose 
Heyward,  author  of  the  novel 
Porgy ,  upon  which  the  opera  is 
based,  insisted  upon  an  all-Black 
cast.  I  was  disappointed  to  learn 
that  there  are  no  Black  members 
of  the  chorus,  although  I  was 
assured  that  Black  men  are 
welcome  and  that  auditions  are 
held  to  recruit  voices  for  each  new 
concert  program. 


mance.  It  was  a  treat  to  see  the 
style  with  which  director  Barney 
managed  the  group.  A  little  stiff 
at  first,  he  soon  eased  into  a  relax¬ 
ed  and  precise  display  of  exacting 
commands.  Clearly  this  is  a 
chorus  and  director  well  suited 
each  to  the  other. 

Particularly  entrancing  was  the 
beautiful  hand  ballet  of  deaf  inter¬ 
preter  Richard  Moore  who,  with 
the  help  of  colleague  Cheryl 
Giberson  from  her  front  row  seat, 
gave  an  ongoing  translation  of  the 
words’  rhythm  and  dynamics  to 
the  deaf  viewers  in  the  audience. 
Moore’s  presence  has  become  a 
familiar  and  enriching  addition  to 
many  musical  performances  in  the 
Boston  area. 

This  sensitivity  to  the  needs  of 
the  physically  challenged  is  com¬ 
mendable  in  the  B.G.M.C.  and  it 
would  be  nice  to  see  it  extended  to 
more  events  in  our  community. 
How  about  a  wheelchair  section  in 
the  chorus? 

Aside  from  the  Gershwin 
medley  there  were  several  high 
points  in  the  concert.  An  ap¬ 
propriately  campy  rendition  of 
Irving  Berlin’s  “Sisters,”  com¬ 
plete  with  kick  line,  brought  down 
the  house.  For  my  money,  the 
most  powerful  piece  in  the  recital 
was  “Eulogy”  by  Scott  War- 
render.  Straight  forward  in  its 
structure  and  sentiment,  and  sung 
with  satisfying  dynamic  range,  it 
served  as  the  perfect  vehicle  to 
elicit  the  best  these  60  voices  have 
to  offer.  “Eulogy”  was  followed 
by  a  poignant  silence  in  which  we 
were  asked  to  remember  those 
taken  from  us  by  AIDS.  After  a 
minute  or  two  of  silence  the 
chorus  resumed  with  the  Stephen 
Sondheim  song  “Not  While  I’m 
Around,”  an  affirmative  love 
ballad  which  clearly  reflected  the 
feelings  of  those  of  us  in  the  au¬ 
dience  who  have  had  to  care  for 
loved  ones  who  are  sick  and  dy¬ 
ing. 

Other  material  in  the  program 


Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  December  1986 


Given  the  fact  that  they  are  an 
all-white  chorus,  I  think  that  the 
animated  and  sensitive  extended 
choral  arrangement  transcribed  by 
Hal  Blackwelder  was  rendered 
with  style  and  vitality.  The  diversi¬ 
ty  and  dynamics  of  the  original 
score  were  adequately  maintained 
while  sensibly  omitting  Bess, 
rather  than  descend  to  camp,  or 
worse,  sexism,  by  including  tunes 
like  “A  Woman  Is  A  Sometime 
Thing”  or  “I  Loves  You  Porgy.” 

I  was  very  impressed  with  the 
obvious  amount  of  work  that 
went  into  the  learning  and  syn¬ 
chronization  of  such  a  complex 
and  harmonically  difficult  score, 
and  if  a  line  was  dropped  here,  or 
a  blue  note  bent  a  little  too  much 
this  way  or  that,  these  were  little 
enough  flaws  in  the  face  of  such  a 
wonderful  and  sincere  perfor- 


seemed  more  for  the  sake  of  varie¬ 
ty  and  to  please  the  crowd.  The 
audience  loved  “Corner  of  the 
Sky,”  a  ditty  which  always  makes 
me  run  for  the  airsick  bag,  and 
“Sing  We  and  Chant  It”  (a  bit  of 
Thomas  Morley  music  and  poetry) 
was  a  little  too  precious. 
“Brothers  Sing  Out,”  which 
began  and  ended  the  concert,  was 
sung  with  a  kind  of  energy  and 
honesty  that  made  me  think  that 
the  B.G.M.C.  will  continue  to 
grow  and  be  around  for  a  long 
time. 

A  special  program  of  highlights 
from  concerts  of  the  past  few 
years  is  planned  as  the  next  recital 
to  be  held  at  Jordan  Hall  in  June 
of  this  year.  If  you’re  up  for  an 
evening  of  solid  fun  and  good 
entertainment,  I  highly  recom¬ 
mend  it. 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice 

'Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small 
Business 


Employment 

‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker's  Comp. 


52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022 IS 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


DO  YOU  KNOW  A  VICTIM  OF  VIOLENCE? 

Have  you  been  threatened,  harassed  or  assaulted?  On  the 
street,  job  or  at  home?  By  strangers,  lover  or  family? 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  supported  by 
grant  from  Mass  Office  for  Victim  Assistance,  is  coordinating 
the  documentation  of  anti-gay/lesbian  violence. 

HELP  DOCUMENT  THIS  PROBLEM 

by  calling 

THE  VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 
AT  FCHC. 

Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 

FCHC  offers  short  &  long-term  individual,  couple  &  family 
counseling;  support  groups;  — ■■■  :  .j 

advocacy;  and  referral 

Call  Lee  Ellenberg,  LICSW,  or  . . . 5 

Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  at  267-7573 


634  MASS.  AVE.,  CAMBRIDGE 

491-4110  I 

m  A  w  DDIKITIKin 

\A 


PRINTING 
TYPESETTING 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


LET  US  HELP 
YOU  PREPARE 
RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


Condos,  Townhouses,  and  Homes  with  Income 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  &  Mattapan 

Betty  Gibson  Associates,  Inc. _ 

Residential  Real  Estate 

ORIANA  N.  VAN  DAELE 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 


249  Adams  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 


825-8200 

Se  habla  espanol 


We  are  your  lifestyle...  Come  travel  with  us! 


„  7 have!  __  . 
Management ,  Inc . 


$298 


BOSTON  TO  GERMANY, 
BELGIUM  &  HOLLAND 

via  Iceland  Air  •  commencing  April  1 

Paris  only  $328 

Ask  about  our  gay  guesthouse/hotel  packages 


SUPER  SAVER! 

KEY  WEST . $203RT 


25  Huntington  Ave.  •  Suite  505 
Copley  Square  (right  above  Chaps)  •  424-1908 


Rlone? 


Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  provided  thousands  of  gay 
men  with  a  safe,  effective 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call 


800-633-6969 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  ,1973 
\ccommodations  AA  groups  bars  baths  book 
aores.  businesses  counselors  Dentists  doctors 
hotels,  lawyers  mail  order  media,  publications 
organisations,  religious  groups  services  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo1 1 
USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50  includes 
Manhattan  Par  noles  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &S  Carolina  Florida  Georgia  Kansas  Ken* 
lucky  Louisiana  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee 
Texas  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3  50;  Connecticut 
Delaware,  District  ol  Columbia  Maine  Maryiano 
Massachusetts  New  Hampshire  Ohio  Pennsyiva 
nia  Rhode  Island  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 
S20;  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  oi 
Canada  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  Dooks  discreetly 
by  tirst  class  mail  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization ,  or  lor  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell  addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  I® 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Gian 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario  MAY 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


BI JDDFNBRGDKS 

BACK  BAY  BQDKSMITH 
Boston ’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation, 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


Chinese  Author  Pai  Hsien  Yi 


Gay  Men  and  L 


tagBs: 


•Ife.  ..dM 

.'..•'V  ?. 


WwmmSmm 

_ J 


By  51.  H.  Chua 

Professor  Pai  Hsien  Yung,  a  prolific  and  widely  read 
writer  of  modem  Chinese  fiction,  was  a  guest  of  the  MIT 
Chinese  Cultural  Festival  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Feb.  20-21, 
where  he  introduced jade  Love,  a  movie  of  his  novel  of  the 
same  name,  and  a  video  of  his  play,  Wandering  in  the 
Garden,  Waking  From  a  Dream.  The  latter  is  a  multi- 
media  drama  combining  operatic  styles  and  classical  myth¬ 
ology  in  the  story  of  the  reunion  of  three  former  opera  ac¬ 
tresses  recalling  their  checkered  pasts. 

Not  noted  at  the  festival  was  the  fact  that  among  his 
many  accomplishments,  Professor  Pai  has  also  written 
many  short  stories  as  well  as  the  first  modem  Chinese  novel 
dealing  explicitly  with  Chinese  homosexuals.  Entitled  Nie 
Zi  ( roughly  translated  as  Outcast  in  modem  English)  an. 
set  around  the  gay  cruising  park,  Xin  Gong  Yuan  (New 
Park)  in  Taipei,  the  novel  has  been  recently  made  into  a 
movie  receiving  popular  and  critical  acclaim  in  Professor 
Pai's  native  Taiwan.  Some  of  Professor  Pat’s  short  stories 
have  been  translated  into  English  and  published  by  the  In¬ 
diana  University  Press.  GCN  was  able  to  obtain  the  follow¬ 
ing  interview  with  Professor  Pai  at  the  end  of  his  magnifi¬ 
cent  Wandering  in ... . 


KJjig 


You  were  born  in  China  and  moved  with  your  family  Co 
Taiwan.  You  received  your  education  in  Taiwan? 

And  in  the  United  States.  I  came  here  to  do  graduate 
studies. 


At  what  age  did  you  start  writing? 

I  started  early.  About  19  or  20. 

You  are  now  settled  in  the  United  States? 

Yes,  in  California.  I’ve  been  teaching  at  U.C.  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara.  I  teach  Chinese  literature. 

You  are  the  first  Chinese  writer  to  write  in  Chinese  on  gay 
themes.  Of  course  you  were  already  a  very  established  and 
well-known  writer  before  you  wrote  your  novel,  Nie  Zi 
How  was  that  book  received  by  your  reading  public? 

I  think  generally  speaking  it  has  been  received  quite  well, 
to  my  surprise.  In  the  straight  community,  there  has  been 
no  antagonism  to  this  book.  Recently  it  was  made  into  a 
movie.  Of  course  this  is  the  first  modern  Chinese  novel  to 
deal  with  the  homosexual  scene.  So  of  course  it  aroused  a 
lot  of  curiosity  among  my  readers.  However,  they  did  not 
read  it  as  a  so-called  “gay  novel,”  rather  as  a  novel  that  deals 
with  people  —  the  people  just  happen  to  be  homosexuals. 

You  said  you  were  surprised.  Did  you  expect  controversy  or 
antagonism? 

I  think  I  did.  After  all  it  was  the  first  novel  that  deals  openly 
with  this  theme.  And  at  first  I  didn’t  know  what  to  expect 
from  the  readers.  I  speak  of  the  audience  in  Taiwan  and 
Hong  Kong  which  is  larger  than  here.  Up  to  this  day  I  have 
not  read  any  really  antagonistic  reviews.  Of  course  in  some 
of  the  reviews  they  would  discuss  the  literary  values,  tech¬ 
niques.  But  as  far  as  the  homosexual  theme,  it  has  been 
pretty  well  accepted. 

Were  there  any  critics  who  ignored  that  the  book  was  about 
homosexuals? 

They  didn’t  ignore  it.  They  didn’t  just  choose  it  as  an  issue, 
shall  I  say.  The  novel  deals  mainly  with  family  relationships 


of  these  young  homosexuals, 
family  relationships  are  the  most  im] 
these  homosexual  boys  are  no  exception.  My 
relationship  between  parents  and  children  in 

1  get  the  impression  that  attitudes  towards  homosexu; 
are  more  liberal  in  Taiwan  than  in  Hong  Kong. 

You  are  right.  In  Hong  Kong  there  is  a  law  against 
homosexuality.  In  Taiwan  there  is  no  such  law.  No  laws 
against  gays. 

Apart  from  the  law  in  Hong  Kong,  some  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  leaders  there  say  that  this  is  a  British  problem,  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  among  the  Chinese.  I’m  wondering 
yyhether  in  Taiwan  there  was  a  similar  reaction  —  that  you 
were  writing  about  something  that  does  not  exist  in 
Taiwan. 

No.  In  Taiwan  people  acknowledge  the  fact  that  it  is  uni¬ 
versal.  And  also  it’s  been  part  of  our  history,  of  China.  In 
China  we  have  a  long  history  of  that.  I  think  the  people  of 
Taiwan  recognize  it  is  part  of  the  tradition.  From  the  an¬ 
cient  times,  poets  and  writers  wrote  about  it.  Actors  have 
always  been  associated  with  homosexuality.  And  during 
the  last  dynasty,  the  Manchu  Dynasty,  homosexual  practice 
was  open.  It  was  socially  accepted.  And  in  the  Ching 
Dynasty  they  might  not  think  highly  of  it  but  it  was  socially 
acceptable. 

They  don’t  deny  it  but  they  think  it  is  bu  zhebg  chang(i 
normal). 

Yes,  yes  of  course  there  are  these  reactions  sometimes 
However,  the  summer  before  last,  1985,  there  were  several 
panel  discussions,  open  ones,  on  homosexuality.  The  pan¬ 
elists  were  doctors,  psychologists,  educators,  writers,  they 
all  got  together  and  they  had  open  panels  on  this  subject. 
The  press  gave  impressive  coverage. 

What  prompted  the  discussion? 

AIDS.  AIDS  aroused  people’s  concerns.  Like  here,  too, 
there  is  a  stigma  of  the  disease  —  they  blame  the  problem 
on  gays.  As  we  know  this  certainly  is  not  true,  this  did, 
not  originate  with  homosexuality,  although  homosexuals 
are  among  the  high  risk  groups. 

What  year  was  Nie  Zi  written  and  published? 

It  was  published  in  1983. 

Did  you  write  it  much  earlier? 

I  spent  a  number  of  years,  actually,  working  on  it.  It  was 
finally  published  in  ’83. 

It  was  portraying  which  period? 

The  late  ’60s  and  early  ’70s. 

I  was  in  Taiwan  about  two  years  ago  and  I  met  some  young 
Chinese  gay  men  there.  Of  course  they  had  read  your  book 
and  were  obviously  very  impressed  by  it.  They  did  say  that 
it  was  slightly  pessimistic.  Do  you  think  that  gay  life  in 
Taiwan  has  changed  substantially  since  the  time  depicted 
in  your  novel  so  that  these  young  gay  men  see  things  dif¬ 
ferently  now? 

I  don’t  think  it  was  a  pessimistic  book.  Yes,  I  did  write  a 
tragic  or  sad  book  because  I  wrote  about  tragic  situations,  of 
broken  families  of  these  people.  But  I  think,  in  the  book 
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Yuan ,  the  gay  cruising 
park  at  which  Pai  sets 
his  novel,  Nie  Zi. 


the  message  at  the  very  end,  I  think,  is  rather  positive.  I 
think  my  thesis,  my  message  is  just  that  homosexuals  are 
human  beings  after  all  so  the  most  important  thing  is  still 
love.  Those  who  find  love ...  I  think  it  is  still  the  redeeming 
force.  Compassion  instead  of  pity,  I  think  a  lot  of  this 
comes  through. 


In  the  novel  you  describe  this  social  scene  around  Xin  Gong 
Yuan  (New  Park  in  Taipei)  which  you  describe  as  “our 
kingdom”  (Zai  ]Vo  Men  de  Huang  Guo  Li)  and  so  on.  How 
long  has  this  scene  been  around  or  how  long  have  you  been 
familiar  with  it? 

God  knows  how  many  years  it’s  been  around.  .  .nobody 
knows.  1  think  in  the  book  1  say  from  time  immemorial, 
(laughs)  I  think  it  has  been  there  for  a  long,  long  time. 

And  the  police  generally  leave  the  place  alone? 

Most  of  the  time.  Sometimes  they  harass  the  people  but 
most  of  the  time  they  leave  it  alone. 

I  think  that  is  a  major  difference  between  Taiwan  and  Hong 
Kong.  Perhaps  in  Hong  Kong  it  has  to  do  with  the  British 
influence. 

I  think  so.  Chinese  people  take  a  rather,  generally  speaking 
—  not  liberal,  they  are  prudish  —  but  they  are  resigned  to 
it.  A  more  mellow  attitude,  they  are  not  uptight,  generally 
speaking,  unlike  the  West. 


cultural  affairs  as  in  political  affairs.  And  that  has  to  do 
with  the  opening  up  of  the  society. 


' .  -'orr*' 


Did  the  liberalizing  tendency  have  to  do  with  your  decision 
to  publish  a  book  on  homosexuality? 

I  don’t  think  so.  Because  I  wrote  some  homosexual  stories 
when  I  was  in  college.  That  was  in  I960.  At  that  time  gay 
liberation  had  not  started  yet  and  I  knew  very  little  about 
the  American  gay  scene.  I  was  in  Taiwan  and  1  knew  very 
little  about  the  gay  scene  over  there  either.  So  I  guess  out  of 
my ...  1  always  wanted  to  write  about  homosexuality.  As  to 
the  opening  up  of  Taiwanese  society,  the  very  fact  that  the 
movie  of  Nie  Zi  could  be  made  in  Taiwan  at  all,  that  is  a 
sure  sign  of  liberalization.  Because  they  have  much  stricter 
censorship  for  movies  which  of  course  have  a  much  greater 
impact  on  people. 


Let’s  just  talk  about  your  life  now  in  L.A.  Other  than  your 
teaching  activities,  are  you  connected  with  any  gay  groups  in 
your  area? 

I’m  not  very  active.  I  spend  most  of  my  time  doing  writing 
and  research  and  so  I  am  not  very  politically  active.  And 
also  where  I  live,  Santa  Barbara  is  a  small  town.  I  am  con- 
WBii  cerned  about  gay  activities  and  gay  activism.  I  have  been 
reading  things  about  that  because  1  feel  it  is  important  and 
I  am  concerned. 


Chinese  think  you  can  do  what  you  want  but  you  have  to 
have  a  family. 

They  don’t  talk  about  it.  If  they  do  know  about  it  they  just, 
well. .  .(shrugs). 

Nie  Zi  was  a  book  that  you  took  a  long  time  writing  and  you 
thought  that  it  might  be  controversial.  But  was  it  some¬ 
thing  that  you  felt  you  had  to  write,  that  you  felt  strongly 
about,  or  that  you  felt  was  in  you  and  had  to  come  out? 
Oh  yes,  I  always  wanted  to  write  a  book  on  homosexual 
people,  on  Chinese  homosexuality. 

Before  that,  as  someone  in  the  audience  here  pointed  out, 
most  of  your  characters  were  women.  And  you  mentioned 
that  you  felt  a  special  affinity  with  women.  Was  this 
because  this  was  before  you  could  write  a  book  about 
homosexuals? 

No,  no.  Actually  because  I  have  created  some  rather  strong 
women  characters,  that’s  why  people  have  the  impression 
that  I  write  about  women  all  the  time.  Which  is  not  true.  I 
have  written  about  generals,  soldiers,  military  men,  revolu¬ 
tionaries,  all  kinds  of  people.  But  as  you  saw  on  the  video 
today,  this  is  a  bunch  of  interesting  women.  My  women 
characters  must  have  left  a  strong  impression  on  my 
readers. 

Do  you  think  the  gay  liberation  movement  in  the  West  has 
had  an  influence  in  opening  up  social  attitudes  towards  ho¬ 
mosexuality  in  Taiwan?  I  think  gay  liberation  has  had  that 
effect  in  Hong  Kong. 

Well,  I’m  not  sure  how  much  impact  it  has  made  in  Taiwan. 
I  don’t  think  the  liberalization  has  anything  to  do  with  the 
gay  movement  here  in  the  West.  I  think  it  has  to  do  with 
the  general  liberalizing  tendency  of  Taiwanese  society  as  a 
whole.  People  there  tend  toward  more  liberal  views  in 


There  are  large  gay  Asian  groups  in  North  America,  in  Los 
Angeles  and  San  Francisco  and  a  very  active  one  in  Toronto. 
Yes,  the  communities  in  L.A.  and  San  Francisco  are  very 
large.  I  think  it  is  very  important  to  establish  your  identity 
—  gay  and  Asian  together. 

That  is  why  it  is  so  exciting  to  encounter  your  creative  out¬ 
put. 

I  do  think  that  the  Asians  or,  for  my  part,  the  Chinese 
society .  .  the  reaction  to  their  gay  sons  and  gay  daughters  is 
quite  different.  It’s  a  different  attitude.  And  also  the  rela¬ 
tionships  are  quite  different.  So  I  guess  we  do  need  some 
kind  of  expression. 

What  are  your  current  projects? 

I  have  been  working  on  a  new  novel. 

Any  gay  themes? 

Not  this  one.  Maybe  in  the  future  I  will  write  some  more  in 
short  stories  about  homosexual  people. 

Now  that  you  are  in  the  U.S.  are  your  stories  set  in  the  U.S., 
or  are  they  still  set  in  Taiwan? 

No,  I’ve  pushed  it  back.  My  new  novel  is  set  in  China  in  the 
late  ’30s  and  ’40s.  It’s  about  social  change. 

About  the  movie,  is  there  a  distributor  here  in  the  U.S.? 
It’s  been  shown  in  New  York  and  Los  Angeles  and  maybe 
San  Francisco.  Perhaps  one  day  it  will  get  to  Boston. 

I  think  it  is  really  important.  Most  of  what  is  called  gay 
culture  here  is  by  white  Americans.  You  are  among  the  first 
to  have  written  and  expressed  something  for  Asian  and 
Chinese  gay  people.  It  is  important  that  your  work  find  a 
larger  audience. 

It  would  be  wonderful  if  you  could  get  the  film  here. 
Perhaps  we  can  get  you  to  introduce  it. 

Sure,  sure  I  would  be  glad  to  come. 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


H  A  1 

R  S  A 

1  o 

N 

309  SDa^nriui  Ave 

Boston.  MA  02118 

338  5356 

VACATION  ELATION 


©IjeiFatrbankH  3mt 

#tnr  ArrommoinatiortB 


private  baths 

lounges  and 
sundecks 

ample  parking 


rooms,  suites 
apartments 

working  fireplaces 

open  year-round 


A  l776CaptoiniHouiS^!tpimjM 

90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Graichen,  proprietor 


EASTER  PARADE  WEEKEND 

April  17-20 

«5252 


for  two 
+  tax 


EASTER  BONNET  PARTY 

Saturday  April  18 

Call  now  for  details  and  reservations 


CUTTY  SARK 

9  Soper  Street  Provincetown 

Guest  house  in  Provincetown’s  quiet  West  End 
Efficiencies,  1  &  2  bedroom  units,  cottage.  All  units  offer 
private  baths,  equiped  kitchens,  deck  or  patios.  Most  units 
have  parking,  cable  TV  and  beach  fronts. 

For  reservations  call  617-487-9268 

Open  year  round  Mastercard  &  VISA  accepted 


1— LXI^ZI 


•WATERSHIP 
INN. 


Central  location 
Complimentary 
continental  breakfast 


OFF  SEASON  SPECIAL 


Stay  3  nights,  get  the  third  night 
free  or  stay  a  week,  get  55%  off. 
Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Bob  Marcotte 


7  Winthrop  St. 

P.O.  Box  918 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487  0094 


FREE  PARKING  AND  MA/OR  CREDITCARDS  ACCEPTED 

. . 


SUPPORT 

OUR 

ADVERTISERS 


Innkeepers 

Vince  Tutela 
Michael  Ferry 


Manager 

David  Harris 


9  Court  Street  P.O.  Box  483  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-9005 


THE  INN  •  two  village  square 

Ocean  view  guesthouse  with 
sundeck,  pool,  exerciseroom.. 
Wooded  setting  overlooking 
the  village.  Walk  to  shops, 
beach,  restaurants,  piano  & 
dance  bars.  1987  Brochure  - 
(207)  646-5779 

PO  Box  864-  OG  UNQUIT,  ME  03907 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 

5  Standish  Street 

Provincetown,  Massachusetts  02657 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 

Comfortable,  Attractive  Rooms  with  Private  Baths, 
Cable  Televisions,  Refrigerators,  and  Parking 

Near  Restaurants,  Clubs,  and  Public  Transportation 
to  New  York  and  Boston. 

Hosts:  Martin  Bettencourt  &  Dennis  Balog 
Telephone:  (6171  487-1319 


WOMEN  INNKEEPERS 


Lady  Jane’s  Inn 

Private  baths  -  Parking  -  617-487-3387 
7  Central  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02567 
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IRabetttooob 

iest  Rooms  &  Apartments  (617)  487-3203 

_  - Commercial  Street.  Provineelown.  MA  02657 

A  place  for  those  special  affairs  Open  All  Year 


illcr  InnJ 


82  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA 
(617)487-2213 

Open  All  Year 


Gabriel's 


■m 


Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck  104  Bradford  Street 
In  the  Center  of  Town  Provincetown,  MA  02657 

Open  Year  Round  (617)  487-3232 


-AVINDAmar  HOUSE*. 

**  *  T  617-487-0599  "***  r 


617-487-0599 

568  Commercial  Street 


Open  Year 
Round 

(617)  487-9029 


Bed  &  Breakfast  Inn 

160  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
617-487-2283 

CHECr’EE  INN 

25  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 


fine  dining 
&  lodging 


1443 


178  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  Muiachiuett*  02667  ■  (617)  487-1616 


487-2511  flSPflSlfl>» 

31  Pearl  St/ Provincetown  02657 


Schools 
Produce 
AIDS  Plays 

Continued from  page  6 
dramatic  work  about  AIDS. 

In  college  productions  often 
there  is  an  actor  with  more 
charisma  and  charm  than  one 
ordinarily  finds  at  more  profes¬ 
sional  prices.  Also,  the  intimate 
spaces  of  these  theaters  add  excite¬ 
ment.  Such  was  the  situation  at 
Harvard,  where  Matthew  Baldwin 
as  the  Larry  Kramer  figure,  and 
Kevin  Jennings  as  his  Rex  Reed¬ 
like  lover,  lent  the  ranting  enough 
romance  to  underscore  one  further 
detail  of  the  AIDS  tragedy,  its  ef¬ 
fect  on  love.  Special  credit  belongs 
to  co-directors  Ralph  P.  Brescia 
and  Abby  E.  Cohen,  who  gave  the 
production  a  smooth  professional 
tone.  Proceeds  were  donated  to 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Kagan’s  Martin  on  the  Inside 
takes  place  in  the  mind  of  a  young 
man,  though  the  action  is  no  more 
nightmarish  or  fantastical  than 
any  reality  the  epidemic  has  yet 
wrought.  Kagan  is  fine  with  one- 
liners  and  patter,  and  he  gets  a 
range  of  characters  up  on  his 
stage.  His  slip-up  isn’t  one  of 
technique  or  talent  as  of  plain  in¬ 
experience;  few  of  Martin’s  feel¬ 
ings  correspond  to  real-life  emo¬ 
tions.  Possibly  this  is  why  Kagan 
has  set  the  action  inside  Martin’s 
head,  so  that  one  can’t  complain 
of  unreality. 

The  plot  holds  few  surprises, 
and  even  fewer  if  one  has  seen 
Torch  Song  Trilogy:  New  Yorker 
looking  for  love.  In  a  bar  a  cute 
stud  asks  Martin  if  he  wants  to  go 
into  the  men’s  room  and  fuck. 
Martin  is  disgusted.  His  two  cam- 
‘py  best  friends  scoff  because  Mar¬ 
tin  is  looking  for  a  man  to  settle 
down  with:  “How  hetero!”  All 
the  same,  the  hetero  dream  ar¬ 
rives,  along  with  cohabitation. 
Minutes  later  Martin  is  coughing, 
then  coffin-bound.  Curtain. 

Granted  that  we’ve  passed  the 
days  when  all  gay  characters  had 
to  be  heroes,  but  neither  have  we 
arrived  at  the  unparanoid  future 
when  it’s  easy  to  watch  such  a 
parade  of  gay  shits.  Martin’s 
prince  abandons  him  the  moment 
his  sickness  is  verified,  confining 
his  love  to  daily  phone  calls.  In 
fact,  everyone  abandons  Martin, 
except  for  a  campy  lounge  singer 
who  also  has  AIDS.  There’s  no 
hint  of  any  gay  support  system, 
either  professional  or  personal. 
Martin  (Steve  Oxman,  co-coord¬ 
inator  of  Brandeis’  gay  student 
group),  who  has  most  of  the  lines, 
delivers  only  one-liners,  and  an 
offputtting  number  of  them  have  to 
do  with  the  cost  of  things.  Martin 
seems  absolutely  obsessed  with 
money,  which  renders  a  shallow 
character  all  the  more  so. 

On  the  good  side,  a  couple  of 
performances  hinted  at  careers  of 
promise.  Chandra  Pieragostini 
and  David  Caldwell,  as  Martin’s 
mother  and  father  respectively, 
were  sympathetic  and  convincing, 
and  Anne  Jorgenson,  though  she 
relied  too  heavily  on  a  Swoozie 
Kurtz  persona,  belted  out  a  couple 
of  songs  with  wonderful  energy 
and  wit. 

In  the  following  months  other 
colleges  are  coming  out  with  major 
productions,  two  of  the  more  pro¬ 
mising  being  Stephen  Sondheim’s  A 
Little  Night  Music  at  Emerson, 
and  A  Midsummer  Night ’s  Dream 
at  the  Loeb.  It  is  interesting  that  a 
significant  number  of  these  shows 
star  openly  gay  actors  (Fifth  of  Ju¬ 
ly  recently  received  an  excellent 
production  at  BU’s  Huntington 
Theater).  One  has  to  wonder 
where  this  openness  goes  to  once 
celebrity  arrives? 

Triangle  Theater,  Boston ’s  ex¬ 
plicitly  gay  theater  company,  will 
produce  William  Hoffman 's  As  Is, 
another  popular  play  concerned 
with  the  A  IDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Counselling  Services  will  be 
the  beneficiary  of  the  May  I  open¬ 
ing. 
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Loretta  Butehorn ,  Ph.D.  Associates 
“  (61 7)  288-2806 

SPECIALIZED  GROUPS  FOR  LESBIANS 


INTIMACY  WORKSHOP 
FOR  COUPLES 

This  workshop  will  provide  a 
safe,  experiential  learning  en¬ 
vironment  for  committeed  Les¬ 
bian  couples.  Workshop  will  in¬ 
clude  structured  exercises,  shar¬ 
ing  and  support,  homework  and 
group  feedback  around  a  variety 
of  issues  including:  intimacy  and 
distance,  fighting  styles,  family 
of  origin  impact  on  the  couple, 
sexuality,  finance  and  respon¬ 
sibility  sharing. 

Meetings  will  be  on  six 
Wednesdays,  8-9:30  p.m.  beginn¬ 
ing  May  6,  1987.  Fee  is  $150  per 
couple. 


LESBIAN  IDENTITY  IN  THE 
PROFESSIONAL  WORKPLACE 
This  eight  week  group  setting 
will  provide  a  confidential  and 
secure  environment  for  Lesbian 
women  working  in  business,  in¬ 
dustry  and  professional  settings 
which  are  not  conducive  to  an 
openness  about  one's  sexual 
identity  to  discuss  such  issues  as: 
problems  encountered  by  women 
who  are  not  "out,”  strategies  for 
coping,  and  developing  a  support 
network. 

Beginning  Thursday  April  30, 
1987,  the  fee  is  $20  per  session. 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.  C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  R.  Harrington 
Boston  (617)  266-0760 


LISA’S  RECORDED 

★  LOVE  STORIES  ★ 

★  SHE  WILL  WHISPER  ★ 

★  SWEET  NOTHINGS  IN  ★ 

★  YOUR  EAR.  ★ 

★  CALL  1-900-410-3600  * 

★  DIRECT  1-900-410-3700  * 

★  NOW!  1-900-410-3800  ★ 

★  a  r 

NO  MEMBERSHIP  NECESSARY  W 

★  ir 

SO*  toil  lif«i  m.nul*.  35*  lien  additional  m.nut# 

★  ★★★★★  ★  ★  ★ 


WANTED 

GAY  ENTREPRENEURS 
AND 

CIVIC  MINDED 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Teleconversant  Limited,  the  sponsors 
of  the  popular  “AMONG  FRIENDS”  tele¬ 
phone  party  line  is  creating  the  first  exclu¬ 
sively  gay  public  access  medium.  Much  like 
a  radio  station,  our  value  is  based  on  our  au¬ 
dience.  We  have  a  responsibility  to  deliver 
exciting,  informational,  useful  and  fun 
programming.  Our  financial  well-being  is 
directly  related  to  the  entertainment  and 
informational  value  of  our  service. 

If  you  have  a  message,  idea,  product  or 
service  that  is  directed  to  our  audience  we 
are  interested  in  talking  with  you.  Whether 
it  is  health  information,  travel,  real  estate, 
politics,  law  or  any  other  topic,  we  offer  the 
audience  you  need  to  reach. 

On  April  15  and  18  at  2:00  p.m.,  Tele- 
conversant  will  sponsor  a  dial-in  seminar 
on  the  opportunities,  applications  and 
methods  for  program  design.  Dial  1-550- 
9000  to  join  the  seminar  at  that  time. 

Teleconversant  reserves  the  editorial 
rights  over  this  medium  and  will  make  final 
determination  on  all  programming  suit¬ 
ability. 

TELECONVERSANT  LTD. 

P.O.  Box  394,  Cambridge,  MA  02141 


Newbury 
Veterinary  Clinic 
Bruce  R.  Weiner,  V.M.D. 


272  Huntington  Av., 
Boston  ,MA  02115 


Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 


Call  266-9269 


Quality  (si7)  524^6822 
printing 


a 

change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


G  C  N 

TYPESETTING 

□  Journals  □  Letterhead 

□  Brochures  □  Newsletters 

.□  Flyers  □  Tickets 

□  Resumes  □  Ads 

□  etcetera 

You  can  help  support 
GCN  while  receiving 
quality,  low-cost 
typesetting  for  yourself  or 
your  organization.  Sliding 
scale  fee.  Just  call 
426-4469. 


fPOWWPWM 


U6ra^9e 


338  7057 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

 $9,95 


Getting  Welt 
Saying  Healthy 

AIDS 

SUPPORT  GROUP 

.  .  .for  men  and  women 
who  have  tested  positive 
for  the  AIDS  antibody  and 
for  those  at  high  risk  for 
contracting  the  infection. 
Focus  on  dealing  with  our 
fears  as  well  as  learning 
ways  to  stay  healthy. 

Enrollment  anonymous 
and  confidential. 

For  more  information, 
call  436-7588 
Feminist  Health  Center 
232  Court  Street 
Portsmouth,  NH 


ROBERT  HAAS  ASSOCIATES 


266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON,  MA  02116  •  TEL.  (617)  262-6269 

WEIGHT  PROBLEMS 

Robert  Haas  Associates  offers  individual  and  group  therapy  which 
uses  specific  behavioral  interventions  to  help  one  lose  weight.  With  a 
medical  provider  and  psychotherapist  available,  the  therapy  provides 
structure  and  support  to  those  who  have  difficulty  losing  weight,  as 
well  as  a  look  at  deeper  issues  concerning  weight  loss.  RHA  offers 
personalized  therapy  programs  in  a  relaxed,  gay- identified  en¬ 
vironment. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task -focused .  short-term  therapy  for: 
stress-related  illnesses  •  relationship  problems  •  anxiety 
•  shyness  •  depression  •  couples  therapy 

Insurance  accepted  Sliding  fee  scale 


ANNAPURNA  CONCERTS 

and 

THE  SOMERVILLE  THEATRE 

present 


625-1081 


PATTY  LARKIN 


Friday,  April  24th 
8  PM 

A  Concert  in  Celebration 
of  Her  Second  Album 
"I'M  FINE" 

Part  of  a  New  Wave  of 
Acoustic  Music 

Tickets  $11.50  Reserved 
$8.50  General 
($1.50  more  at  door) 


'Boston's  Favorite  Folk  Artist" 


-  The  Boston  Globe 
-  The  Boston  Herald 


"Her  performances  are  as  assured  and  snazzy  as  her 
songwriting"  _  Jhe  Washington 

"A  fast  rising  star  .  Tom  Rush 


mnaamMiiMMBaimmj i 
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if 
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o  A  Dance  Concert  *  ^°°  \ 


Saturday,  April  1 1 

8:00pm  to  Midnight 

at  the  YWCA 

140  Clarendon  Street,  Boston 

(behind  the  John  Hancock  Tower) 


\ 


Featuring: 

The  Freedom  Trail  Band 

With: 

The  Freedom  Swing  Band) 

Freylachs  (A  Klezmer  Ensemble) 


*  C 


FREE  SWING  DANCE  LESSON  AT  8:30! 


tickets:  $7, 
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Scrappy  Lesbians 
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by  Dom  Dibbell 
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Les/Gay  Film  Fest 

Continued  from  page  6 


Unfortunately  Altman’s  film 
guts  the  original  script;  what  was 
once  pithy  and  funny  has  become 
paltry  and  sentimental.  The  char¬ 
acter  of  the  boyfriend.  Bob,  has 
also  turned  from  being  a  blithe 


Aquiles  (Hector  Bonilla)  and 
Francisco  (Manuel  Ojeda),  kid¬ 
nappers  disguised  in  priests’ 
cassocks,  star  in  Jaime  Humberto 
Hermosillo’s  Matinee. 


piece  of  satire  to  an  unattractive 
stereotype.  Most  of  the  emotional 
content  has  been  switched  to  the 
heterosexual  couple.  Fortunately 
Christopher  Guest  gives  a  wonder¬ 
ful  performance  as  Bob  and 
generates  a  great  deal  of  sympathy 
in  a  role  which  might  have  been 
merely  offensive.  The  talented 
Glenda  Jackson  and  Tom  Conti 
are  wasted  in  the  roles  of  Bruce’s 
and  Prudence’s  analysts;  most  of 
their  funny  lines  are  cut  from  the 
script  and  Altman  films  their  char¬ 
acterizations  with  such  schtick,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  see  the  per¬ 
formers. 

Although  he  has  transformed 
Come  Back  to  the  Five  and  Dime, 
Jimmy  Dean,  Jimmy  Dean  and 
Streamers  from  stage  pieces  to 
great  films,  he  has  failed  terribly 
with  Beyond  Therapy.  The  wry 
humor  has  become  poor  slapstick 
and  the  slightly  askew  sexual  pol¬ 
itics  have  turned  sour.  The  film 
itself  looks  haphazard  and  too 
quickly  made,  the  pacing  is  always 
off  and  even  though  much  of  the 
script  was  rewritten  for  the  film,  it 
feels  stagebound  and  clumsy.  For 
the  most  part  Beyond  Therapy  is 
beneath  criticism. 


business  guide 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 
LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq„  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


INSURANCE 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 
LAB  WORK 
STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 

338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  HuntinRton  Ave. 

(61 7)  262-2000,  ext.  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR  WOMEN, 

COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 

Cambridge,  MA  021 38 

776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV  counseling 
&  testing 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.. #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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PERSONALS _ 

OOPS! 

I  looked  on  the  wall.  I  looked  in  boxes,  bags  and 
wrappers  and  couldn't  find  il  So  I  lumped  to 
an  ugly  conclusion-tor  which  I  appologise. 
especially  to  al  the  wonderful  volunteers  who 
wrongly  thought  themselves  suspect  (I  acutally 
suspected  vandals.)  Anyway,  the  labrys  is  back 
at  home,  and  I  hope  our  terrific  volunteers  know 
that  they  were  never  meant  to  be  considered 
among  the  suspects  _ (38) 

LOVING  BEING  NEEDED 

To  plan,  guide  &  embrace  a  Gayla  PRIDE  fun¬ 
draising  event  on  the  North  Shore  Please  leave 
a  message  lor  Alison  M  at  267-2113. _ (39) 

AMONG  FRIENDS 

Talk  man  to  man/woman  to  woman. 
Group  and  private  conversation.  Dial 
1-550-9000.  20c/ 1  min,  10c  ea  min 
thereafter. _ (41) 

S.  EQUUS 

Its  frightening  thinking  of  you,  talking 
to  you,  the  anger  and  pain  it  creates. 
You  care  for  me,  it  gives  me  strength. 
Would  you  sit  beside  me.  I  want  you 
close  to  me. _ (38) 

EASY-GOING  COACH 
Non-competitive,  dyke  softball  team 
seeks  volunteer  coach  who  knows 
drills  &  likes  pizza.  Practise  Weds,  or 
Mon.;  games  Sun.  night.  Call  Loie, 
426-4469,  days,  or  Sandy  or  Beth, 
395-6104,  nights. _ (39) 

Eleanor,  gee  I  think  you're 
swell. ..Thanks  from  the  founder  of  the 
MS.  Highway  fanclub. _ (38) 

Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  tone,  off 
street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob.  _  (15.17) 

JAPANESE  BOYS 

Male  collector  keenly  admires 
Japanese  boys  and  desires  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  a  gay  Japanese  male  who 
knows  the  paedophile  publication 
scene  in  Japan.  Reply  to  Box  196,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116.  (40) 

LF  40's  quiet,  with  sense  of  humor, 
lonely,  after  8yr  breakup-  interested  in 
hearing  from  others  especially  Cape 
Cod.  Box  194. _ (39) 

Goodlooking  GWM  wants  to  befriend  a 
young  gay  tenager.  I  offer  a  career  job  & 
good  pay  in  my  business-place  to  live  in 
my  lakefront  home.  I  offer  my  friend¬ 
ship  &  love  &  safe  AIDS  free  sex.  Don't 
be  scared  &  lonely.  Send  photo  &  letter. 
Box  5221  Cochltuate,  MA  01 778.  (38) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

Back  to  the  phrase  I  most  often  want  to 
say  to  you.  As  usual  words  are  insuffi- 
cient.  C. _ (37) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at 
215-545-1238. _ (48) 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE 
LESBIAN  ALUMS 

Network  forming.  Confidentiality 
assured.  Send  SASE,  ideas  to  Donna 
Albino  '83,  32  Elm  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _ (C) 

GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS 
Do  you  find  yourself  asking:  How  can  I 
meet  sincere,  quality  people  who  share 
my  interests  and  attitudes?  The  answer 
is  BUDDIES,  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service,  serving  over  3,000  mem¬ 
bers  for  over  5  years  throughout  New 
England.  BUDDIES  is  the  best  alter¬ 
native  for  selective  adults.  Gay  staffed, 
professional,  and  discrete.  Why  wait? 
Call  today!  (603)880-7625. _ (43) 

Hi.  I’m  Connie  and  I’m  lonely.  Please 
call  me.  1-900-410-3700.  50  *  Toll  first 
minute,  35*each  additional  minute.  (44) 
I  need  someone  to  talk  to.  Call  Pam 
1-900-410-3600.  50*  Toll  first  minute,  35' 
each  additional  minute. _ (44) 

Hi.  My  name  is  Lisa.  I’m  young  and 
beautiful.  I'd  like  ot  talk  to  you.  Give  me 
a  call  1-900-410-3800.  50*  Toll  first 
minute,  35*  each  additional  minute.  (44) 


PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women’s  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay,  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace.  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037.  _ (40) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and 
welcome  contact  from  other  Jewish 
Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Sur¬ 
vivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  mid-November,  in  upstate  New 
York.  A  partners  group  has  also  been 
formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in 
relationship  with  JLDHS.  Membership 
is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For 
information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
MA  02114  or  call  (617)321-4254.  (50) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

3  WEEK  MASSAGE  TRAINING 

for  certification.  For  Gay  men  and  Les¬ 
bians.  Body  Electric  school  of  Massage 
and  Rebirthing.  6527A  Telegraph  Ave 
Oakland, CA 94609  (415)653-1594.  (39) 

HELP  ORGANIZE  THE  LESBIAN/GAY 
MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON 
Come  to  a  Boston  Community  Meeting, 
Saturday,  April  18th  1-4pm,  Piemonte 
Room,  City  Hall  (use  back  entrance) 
and  Saturday,  May  9th  1-4pm,  Piemonte 
Room,  City  Hall.  _ (39) 

JEWISH  FEMNINIST  WOMEN! 
Come  be  part  of  a  spiritual  gathering 
Memorial  Day  Weekend  (May  21-25)  at  a 
retreat  center  near  Philly.  Explore  your 
connectin  to  woman-centered  Judaism. 
Please  write  for  more  info:  ACHYOT 
OR,  1 17  West  Carpenter  Lane,  Phila,  PA 
19119. _ (38) 

“A  TOUCH  OF  CLASS” 

Pen  Pal  Club-Dating  Service 
write  to: 

"D” 

P.O.  Box  693 
North  Adams,  MA  01247 
_ _ _ (38) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES 

from  $1  (U  repair).  Delinquent  tax  pro¬ 
perty.  Repossessions.  Call 
805-687-6000.  Ext.  GH-1437  for  current 
repo  list. _ _ _ (3?) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469. _ _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 

If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469  for  more  info. _ (C) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140.  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ _ (V14.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (119) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  5.23) 


RESORTS _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (46) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  P'TOWN 
Newly  built  &  ideally  located.  Private 
baths  &  spacious  rooms.  Separate  out¬ 
side  entrances.  Free  parking  &  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  Common  area  with 
TV  &  VCR.  Tel.  (617)  487-3387  or  write  to 
7  Central  St„  P'town,  MA  02657.  (48) 

MIKE'S  BED  AND  BREAKFAST 
STOCKBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 
Get  away  from  the  busy  city.  Spend  a 
week  or  weekend  in  the  beautiful 
Berkshires  at  my  B&B.  Walk  to  town, 
short  drive  to  many  cultural  attractions. 
Call  (413)  298-4095  or  write  Box  1049  for 
rates  and  reservations. _ (39) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
A  special  space  for  women-only. 
Located  in  Vermont's  Green  mts.  Spr¬ 
ing  Holidays  feature  horesback  riding, 
baby  goats,  maple  sugaring,  hiking  and 
more.  OFF  SEASON  rates  begin  April  1 
thru  May  15.  Call  for  brochure 
802-533-7772. _ (38) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women's  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173.  (38) 


PUBLICATIONS  HELP  WANTED _  HELP  WANTED 


FIGHTING  WOMAN  NEWS  quarterly 
magazine  of  martial  arts,  self  defense, 
combative  sports,  herstory.  Articles, 
news,  reviews  since  1975.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  $10/outside  US  $15.  Free  in¬ 
fo/samples.  Box  1459-GC,  Grand  Ctrl. 
Stn,  New  York,  NY  10163. _  (38) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


ADVOCATE/CASE  WORKER 

To  provide  informationa  and  referal, 
crisis  intervention  and  counseling  to 
low-income  residents  of  Everett  and 
Medford. 

ADVOCATE/CASE  WORKER 

Asist  Homeless  families  to  find 
resources,  services  and  housing.  Ac¬ 
cess  to  car  necessary. 

HOUSING  SEARCH  WORKER 

Outreach  to  find  landlords  to  rent  to 
homeless  families.  Vi  time. 

Knowledge  of  housing  and  welfare  pro¬ 
grams  desired.  People  of  color  and/or 
low-income  encouraged  to  apply  by 
April  24  to: 

Tri-CAP,  10  Highland  Street,  ft,  Medford, 
MA  02155.  AA/EOE. _  (39) 

PROMOTE  GAY  FILM 
Well,  not  really. ..GCN  needs  a 
volunteer  to  oversee  microfilm 

distribution.  Answer  mail,  order  film  for 
individuals,  libraries  and  universities. 
Just  a  few  hours  a  month  should  be  all. 
Call  Catherine  at  426-4469.PS.  GCN 
thanks  our  own  Donald  Stone  who 
handled  the  microfilm  tasks  with  such 
a  debonaire  style  for  the  last  several 
years. _ (C) 

HAND  JOBS 

GCN  could  use  some  people  willing  to 
do  simple  and  easy  manual  labor  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  hours  a  week.  Envelope  stuffing, 
stamping,  routine  (and  yes,  sigh, 
somewhat  boring)  work  in  the  ever 
stimulating  GCN  offices.  Call 
Catherine  if  you  feel  you  just  must 
volunteer  at  426-4469. _ (C) 


The  LARGEST 
DIRECTORY 
for  New  England 

The  1987 

Community  Guide 

for  gay  men  and  lesbians 

COMPLETE 
&  COMPREHENSIVE 
RESORTS  • 
PROFESSIONALS 
•  BUSINESSES  • 
NON-PROFITS 
•  CONTACTS  •  176  PAGES 
$4.59  includes  1st  class  postage 
Guide  104  Charles  St.  #283 
Boston,  MA  02114 

All  guides  will  be  sent  out 
in  unmarked  envelopes. 


DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Mon.  8:30am  thru  Weds.  8:30am  (48 
hours)  $140  clear  for  48  hour  shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2-3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are 
able  to  lift  110  lbs.,  are  a  light  sleeper, 
non-smoker,  responsible  and  able  to 
follow  directions,  and  are  interested  in 
learning  new  skills,  please  call  Connie 
Panzarino  at  524-0921 . _ (38) 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE— 
ADMIMISTRATOR 

For  non-profit  fern,  mental  health  + 
BW  shelter  +  for  transitional  house 
req.  strong  group  skills,  knowledge  of 
Boston,  fam.  w/wmn’s  issues.  19K  +  . 
Resume  by  5/10  to  Beckert:  E.  Stone 
House  Box  15,  JP,  MA  02130.  Wmn  of 
color,  moms,  lesbians,  wking  class, 
x-battered  +  x-mental  patients  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ _ (39) 

Natl.  Lawyers  Gulid,  progressive  legal 
org.,  sks.  energetic,  versatile  staffper- 
son.  Coor.  legal/political  work,  memb. 
relations,  ofc.  mgmt.,  bookkeeping,  fun¬ 
draising,  newsletter.  Exp.  in  prog, 
legal/political  work  w/multi-issue, 
multi-cultural  orientation  pref.  Starts 
6/1/87.  $15,000plus  benefits.  Send  Itr., 
resume  ASAP  to  NLG,  14  Beacon  St., 
Rm.  407,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ (38) 

LEGISLATIVE  COORDINATOR,  Mass 
Coalition  for  the  Homeless.  Organize 
leg  campaigns-affordable  housing, 
welfare  rights.  $20,000  +  ben.  Resume 
by  April  15  to  Ellen  Scott  MCH,  34'/2 
Beacon  St.  Boston,  MA  02108.  (38) 

COMMUNITY— BASED  BUSINESS 

seeks  energetic  manager  to  run  coop. 
Admin,  sales,  supervising,  other  duties. 
Call  236-4441  . _ (38) 

ORGANIZE  TO  FIGHT  RAPE 
1  million  women  and  children  are  sex¬ 
ually  assaulted  every  year.  Fight  back 
on  grassroots  level.  ACORN  has  posi¬ 
tions  available  for  anti-rape  organizers 
in  low-income  neighborhoods.  This  is 
not  a  couseling  position.  266-7100.  (38) 
DRIVER/OWN  VAN 

Boston  area  deliveries.  50  lb.  boxes. 
20-25  hrs/week.  $1 20-1 70/week. 
236-4441. _ (38) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  C 


) 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

i 

Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business  _ 

_ X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

-  X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 


20%  =  _ 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL 
CLASSIFIED  ADS. 

Return  this  form  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED  HOUSING  WANTED 


DORCHESTER  LIVING 

Two  F  &  two  cats  looking  for  indep.  Les¬ 
bian  or  Bi  F  to  share  beautiful  Dor¬ 
chester  home.  Chem  free,  no  more 
pets.  10  min  walk  to  Ashmont  T.  5/1 
$350/mo  incl  util.  Diane,  288-9155.  (39) 

JP  3LF  sk  4th  for  spacious  apt  nr  Pond, 
T.  Summer  sublet,  prob.  fall  option. 
Avail.  May  or  June.  $270  +  522-9760.(39) 

Do  trees,  grass  &  a  garden  excite  you? 
Do  you  want  to  put  your  feet  up  &  relax 
in  your  home&  L  couple  seeks  1-2  L  to 
look  for  a  house  rental  together.  You 
are  nonsmokers,  s/m  tolerant,  &  stable. 
666-2143. _ (39) 

GWF  &  cat  sk  F  (pref  30s +  )  for  large 
airy  3  bdrm  apt  in  W.  Som.  Smkrs  o.k. 
Grat  loc.  $250 -t- 623-5739. _ (39) 

2  women  seek  3rd  for  no  smoke  no  drug 
or  ale  apt.  Must  be  30  +  We  have  3  cats. 
Sorry  no  more.  Sm  yard,  f&b  porch  conv 
to  T.  $215+  for  June  1.  Speak  with 
Sonia.  Call  7am-2pm. _ (38) 

We  have  a  sunny  Somerville  home  w/a 
garden  &  porches.  We're  looking  for  2 
LF's  to  join  us.  No  cigs  or  pets.  Call 
625-7435. _  (39) 

Seeking  LFs  to  find  &  share  Som/Cam 
apt  5/1.  Semi-coop,  semi  -veg,  no  smoke 
or  drugs,  min  ale.  Can  pay  $275+  (pref 
less).  Let’s  create  a  friendly,  supportive 
home.  Sara  T.  625-7435. _ (39) 

2  LF’s  seeks  third  for  large  sunny  apt 
on  safe  quiet  St.  Friendly,  indep.  resp 
roommate  desired.  $250  +  .  825-2752. 
Call  soon. _ (39) 

GCN  Office  Manager  (since  1979!)  look¬ 
ing  for  a  QUIET  gay  male  roommate  to 
share  small  apartment.  Separate 
rooms,  no  “living"  room.  I  spend  most 
of  time  at  GCN,  trick  now  &  then,  (not 
enough!)  &  live  in  the  Fenway.  $202/mo 
incl  heat.  Mike  at  GCN,  426-8752.  (C) 

2  LF  32  seek  2  responsible  F  to  share  3 
bdrm  apt  in  JP.  Great  location-  walk  to 
bus  &  pond.  Avail  now!  Must  like 
animals.  Call  Anne,  524-3925. _ (38) 

BOSTON  BEHIND  GARDENER  MUS 
F  or  M  wanted  for  large  bdrm:  12  ft  ceil¬ 
ings,  7  tf  windows,  in  2bedrm  apt  only 
$322  util  free!  Sobriety  pref.  Call 
George  731-3650.  Keep  calling.  (38) 
CHEAP  HOUSING 

Indep  personable  F  for  wonderful,  sun¬ 
ny  2  br  in  Waltham.  128/Bus  access. 
Res  nghbhd.  $250  +  .  4/1,  no 

smoke/pets.  Kim  492-5027,  894-4638 
Keep  trying. _ (38) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  —  PONDSIDE 
GWM  30  prof  seeks  sim  for  beautiful 
sunny,  spacious  apt.  Inclds  sunprch, 
frpl,  w/d,  D/D,  2-car  garage.  Close  to 
pond,  Arboretum,  T.  Non-smkr  pis. 
$425+  (approx  $60).  Avail  May  1st. 
524-1009.  Leave  message. _ (38) 

2LFs  (25  &  31)  seek  3rd  for  sunny  up 
apt.  Feminist,  $230  +  ,  Near  T.  Avail. 
now.  522-4368. _ (38) 

2  LFs  seek  friendly  3rd  for  large,  sunny, 
Cambridgeport  semi-coop.  Call 
576-3103 -Keep  trying.  $255  +  .  (38) 

For  CLEVE  CIRCLE  scruffy  basement 
apt,  May  1st.  2F  seek  rmmate  24+  ,  in- 
dependt.  Friendly,  considerate,  respect 
privacy.  No  NEATNICKS.  Near  3 T  lines. 
$216  incl  ht.  Dana/Naomi,  739-6566.  (38) 

SEEKING  GAY  ROOMMATE 
Straight  woman  seeks  one  or  more  gay 
male  roommates  who  have  an  apart¬ 
ment  to  share  for  first  of  June.  Call 
566-7507  in  evening.  _ (38) 

2L  seek  3rd  for  Somerville  apt.  2nd  fl, 
sunny.  Looking  for  non-smoker,  21 +, 
responsible  &  FRIENDLY.  Rent  $285  + 
utils.Call  628-7744  9-3pm  wkdays.  (38) 
ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  wanted  for 
lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace  close  to  pond  and  MBTA.  No 
pets.  646-7968. _ (38) 

2  LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  3  BR  apt 
Somerville.  Cozy,  hardwood  floors,  2 
porches.  We  are  friendly,  warm,  respon¬ 
sible  —  seek  same.  Rent  $233  + util. 
For  May  1st.  No  smokers/pets  please. 
Call  Dina/Dianne  623-0310,625-3910. 
_ (38) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorchester:  6rm  2  BDRM  2nd  fir  remod 
kitch  &  bath  fresh  paint/paper  safe 
owner  occ  full  porch  gas  ht  wtr  &  stv  oil 
heat  $575/mo  no  util  282-1196. _ (39) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (39) 


COOPERATIVE  SUBLET  SOUGHT 

Resp  friendly  feminist  F,  30,  seeks  to 
share  food,  chores  &  pref  some  meals 
in  coop  or  semi-coop  home  fr.  4/15  or 
5/1  to  9/1.  Need  access  to  Camb.  by  T. 
Call  Emmy  491-6050  rm.  302  11  am- 
1 1  pm  only.  Lv  mess,  if  nec. _ (38) 

4  or  5  BDRM  apt/house  wanted.  $200 
per  room.,  more  heated.  Anywhere  in 
metro  area.  Call  Loie  426-4469,  days,  or 
Julie  625-8013,  nights. _ (39) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

PROVINCETOWN  CONDO 

Downtown  Location  775  sq  ft.  Two 
bedrooms,  kite,  Ir,  parking  just 
renovated  superb  buyl  15,000.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  or  Donna  at  (617)  481-7073  or 
481-5444.  (39) 


MOVERS 


MICROBUS  MOVING 

small  moves 

CAREFUL  &  COURTEOUS 

522-6513 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 

522-0826 


(15,20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


(D 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ 013) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (V14.46) 


w 

From  $18  /  hr. 

2 

•  MAXI  VANS 

J 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS- 

'm 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

j 

236-1848 

SERVICES 


**TAX  TAMER**  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own- 

139) 


PIPELINES,  INC. 

'Plumbing,  Heating,  Gas  Fitting ** 
jA  woman  owned/operated  company 
licensed  &  insured 

282-2271 

(38)' 


FOR  SALE 


PRROVINCETOWN  BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY 

Established  year-round,  turnkey,  cash 
taxi  business.  Option  of  lease,  to  buy. 
Get  a  jump  on  the  season.  Call  Now. 
487-9029. _  (41) 


,  ACLU  Rights  of  Prisoners  book 
FREEH!  Write  to  ACLU,  132 
W.43rd,  NYC  10036. 

kf. 

* SELF-HELP  LITIGA  TION  MANUAL! 
Includes  chapters  on  legal  research; 
outline  of  the  legal  system;  overview  of 
prisoners  rights;  actions,  remedies  and 
defenses;  how  to  litigate  in  federal  court; 
parole;  federal  post-conviction  remedies; 
detainers;  civil  rights  forms;  law  library 
requirements;  and  MORE!!  A  vailable 
from  the  publisher  for  $14  to  prisoners 
(including  postage);  Oceana  Press,  75 
Main  St.,  Dobbs  Ferry,  NY  10522. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

MKtHllHHIIIlHflllllllllllHnftftHHmittmWRI  I 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Of[ 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONOAGE 
Alexander  BerVman,  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an| 
AnarchnQ. 

PRISONER  FRIENDS! 

We  are  now  at  a  NEW 
address!  PLEASE  make  a 
note  of  it: 

GCN  Prisoner  Project 
62  BERKELEY  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

-L  / 


Black  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners!  A 
new  publication  called  BLACK /- 
OUT  is  looking  for  your  artwork 
&  letters.  Let  them  hear  from 
you.  They  can’t  answer  all  the 
letters  they  get  so  don’t  expect 
J  responses,  but  they  very  much 
I  want  to  hear  from  you.  Send  to: 
I  Joseph  Beam,  PO  Box  2314, 

|  Philadelphia  PA  19103. 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  HEN[ 
I  TOGETHER:  Is  an  interracial,  In-* 1 
tarcultural  gay  man’s  organization) 
I  with  over  30  chapters.  They  pro-, 
l  vide  social,  political,  and  educa- 
I  tlonal  programs.  For  more  info  I 
\wrlte:  IA-BWMT,  5 84  Castro  S(.,| 
ISan  Francisco  CA  941  J 4. 


There  are  LOTS  more  poor  peo 
pie  than  rich  people.  To  keep  the 
poor  people  from  demanding 
their  share,  the  society  makes 
them  feel  bad  about  themselves, 
so  they  don’t  feel  that  they 
DESERVE  to  have  more. 

The  same  is  true  for  prisons 
There  are  LOTS  more  prisoners 
than  guards  and  to  keep  you  all 
“in  line”  they  use  these  feelings 
you  bring  in  with  you  from  the 
outside  and  make  them 
stronger:  blacks  against  whites 
against  hispanics,  straits  I 
against  gays,  old  against  young,  I 
“ugly”  against  “pretty”,  etc  etc 
!  etc. 


WHAT  ARTISTS  ANI)  PRISONERS 
HA  VE  IN  COMMON  IS  THA  T  BOTH 
KNOW  WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE 
FREE.  James  Baldwin 


TEXAS  Censorship  info 
I  The  attorney  that  investigates  mail  abuses 
&  censorship  based  on  the  Guajardo  v. 
Estelle  decision  is:  Karl  Stern,  Vinson  and 
Elkins,  3300  First  City  Tower,  1001  Fan¬ 
nin  St,  Houston  TX  77002.  Let  him  hear 
your  complaints!! 


NAMBLA  (North  American  Man/Bo, 
Love  Association)  Bulletins  are  available 
FREE  to  persons  imprisoned  for  sex  with 
minors.  Write  to  Rock  Thatcher,  PO  Box 
70810,  Ft.  Lauderdale  FL  33307. 


OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE,  a  prisoner 
support  newsletter,  produced  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
(Quakers),  is  available  to  prisoners  FREE 
of  charge.  ($5  to  outsiders)  Write  to: 
AFSC  Outlook  on  Justice,  2161  Mass 
Ave,  Cambridge,  MA  Q2140. 


Hi!  I’m  in  need  of  letters  and  photos 
of  loving,  sweet  womyn.  Recently  lost 
my  lady  who  got  tired  of  waiting,  t  m  a 
33  yr  old  “Butch  dyke"  who  knows 
how  to  treat  a  womyn.  I'm  lonely.  Will 
you  bring  me  some  sunshine. 
Especially  any  teenage  lesbians  who 
are  interested,  write.  I  have  a  passion 
for  teen  lesbians,  but  will  answer  any 
lady  who  writes  me!  Judy  Ann 
WALLACE,  03431-030,  3301  Leestown 
Rd,  Lexington  KY  40511. _ 

Gay  female,  latin  lover,  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  with  intelligent  lonely 
ladies.  Love  everything  under  the  sun. 
Send  letter  and  photo  if  you  can  to:  N. 
Rae  SILEX,  402163,  Rt  4  Box  800. 
Gatesville  TX  76528. 


—  WOMEN  IN  PRISON  SUPPORT  — 
Through  The  Looking  Glass  is  a  support 
network  and  newsletter  for  women  in 
prison.  They  come  out  4  limes  a  year  and 
are  free  to  women  in  prison  and 
psychiatric  prisons.  Write  them  with  your 
letters,  articles,  poems,  and  requests  for 
subscriptions  at:  TTLG,  Box  22061, 
Seattle  WA  98122.  [PS:  They  also  would 
like  to  connect  with  women  in  Mass,  who 
are  supporting  women  at  Framingham. 
Drop  them  a  line.) _ 

OFF  OUR  BACKS,  a  women’s  libera¬ 
tion  journal  of  news  and  features  is 
free  to  women  in  prison.  Write  them 
at:  oob,  2423  18th  St  NW,  Washington 
DC  20009. _ 


PRISONERS!  Please  send  us  some 
doodles,  drawings,  poems  and 
poetic  scribblings  for  this  summer’s 
prisoner  centerspread  of  poetry  and 
drawings.  DON'T  WORRY  if  you 

p 

m, 

P? 

aren’t  a  ‘pro’!  Some  of  your  heart- 

felt  jottings  and  scribbles  are  the 

best  we  ever  see!  (But  if  we’re  lucky 

i\W, 

and  get  a  FLOOD  of  stuff,  please 
don’t  be  pissed  if  we  can’t  put  in 

Kajwr< »  jm 

tin 

everything.  THANKS!  (this  is  the 

rifA 

fun-est  part  of  the  prisoner  project 
—  smile) 

MS'  x  ' 

TV— TS  Support! 

Any  incarcerated  gays  or  transsex¬ 
uals  can  contact  any  of  the  below 
prisoners  for  info  on  the  legal, 
surgical,  endocrinological 
(hormonal),  or  psychological  aspects 
of  transsexuals  or  gays  and  the  law. 
We  are  forming  an  organization:  TIP 
(Transsexuals'  In  Prison),  Allyn 
SCRIBNER,  380398  Ellis  1-C-6,  Hunt¬ 
sville  TX  77343;  M.J.  ASHFORD,  1479 
Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040;  or 
Vanessa  MERIWETHER,  24493-18-2A, 
Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064. _ 

TVs  -  TSs  !!! 

Northwest  Gender  Dysphoria 
information  &  Support  Ctr., 
1601  N.  Hwy.95*B,rMoscow, 
ID  83843:  can  supply  refer¬ 
rals  to  MDs,  peer  groups, 

Rarole  help  for  those  in 
orthwest.  Also  we  plan  to 
start  a  newsletter  in  the 
future  (FREE  to  TV/TS 
prisoners). 

TV/TS  info  service 

North  American  Transvestite- 
Transsexual  Clearinghouse,  600  E. 
Pine  St,  Seattle,  WA  98122.  (206) 
624-8266 _ 

J2CP  Info  Services,  Box  184,  San 
Juan  Capistrano,  CA  92693.  Info  and 
pamphlets  on  TS;  referrals  to  j 
therapists  and  physicians. 

Used  (foreign)  STAMPS— FREE! 

We  have  some  used  stamps  that  we’ve  I 
been  collecting  this  year  and  will  pass  [ 
them  on  to  those  prisoners  who  collect 
stamps.  Please  write  for  some  ONLY  if  | 
you’ve  checked  to  see  if  you  can  get  used 
stamps  through  the  mail.  We’ll  wait  a 
month  and  see  how  many  requests  we  get,  _ 
then  we’ll  divide  them  up  equally  among 
the  askers  and  send  them  out,  so  be  pa¬ 
tient.  Thanks. 


I 


YES,  please  keep  sending  your  great 
paper!  If  I  can  help  in  any  way,  such 
as  writing  poems,  just  let  me  know.  I 
have  no  one  on  the  outside  to  speak 
of  and  it  would  be  fun  to  be  able  fo 
speak  openly  with  someone  gay,  so  if 
you  could  put  an  ad  In  for  me  I’d  ap¬ 
preciate  it.  Thanks.  Terrell  L. 

I  GATELEY,  B-321560,  1150  SW 

|  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  33456. 

j  I’m  a  40  yr  old,  Black  bisexual  male 
who’d  like  to  hear  from  someone  in 
the  free  world  who  has  feelings.  I 
seek  sincerity.  Percy  Wm.  ELLIS, 
180-015,  Box  4571,  Lima  OH  45802. 


Downed  gay  trucker,  still  ready  with 
many  more  miles  to  travel,  looking  for 
sincere  and  ’for  real’  penpals.  Long, 
brownish/silver  hair,  full  of  muscle 
and  tender  loving  care.  Write  Chester 
Vinton  HAAS,  327322A,  Wynne  Unit, 
Huntsville  TX  77349. _ 

I’m  in  a  Florida  prison.  It’s  a  very  lone¬ 
ly  place  to  be  for  people  like  us.  We 
have  boots  on  our  necks  all  the  time.  I 
would  like  to  write  someone  who  is  a 
very  caring  person.  I’m  a  very  caring 
person  myself  and  love  music  of  all 
kinds.  30  years  old.  Please  send  pic  if 
you  have  one.  Ron  ERVIN,  021017,  Rt 
2  Box  13A,  Immokalee  FL  33934. 

I’m  interested  in  subscribing  to  your 
paper  to  keep  up  with  current  events 
concerning  the  rights  and  movements 
of  gays  around  the  country.  I  have  a 
large  range  of  interests  and  would 
like  to  correspond  with  one  of  your 
readers.  Ricky  L.  CRAWFORD, 
148-589,  Box  69,  London  OH  43140, 

I’m  black  with  violet  eyes,  beautifully 
built,  high  ‘yellow’  with  dark  blue- 
black  hair,  40  but  look  very  young, 
and  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone 
who’s  into  beauty  of  heart  and  mind. 
Looks  are  unimportant  but  feelings 
are  to  be  shared.  Larry  LEWIS,  85C 
0936,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. 

I  want  to  write  the  hottest  and  hor¬ 
niest  guys!  I’m  23  and  holding  swell.' 
Dave  PETTEY,  138-695,  5900  Bis 
Road,  Lancaster  OH  43130. 


I  am  too  damn  trusting  of  Others  (not 
a  good  trait  to  have  in  prison).  You’d 
think  I’d  have  changed  after  9  years.  I 
don’t  read  as  much  as  I  write  (non¬ 
fiction  and  poetry,  incessantly).  I’m 
middle-aged,  like  ’listening  and  danc¬ 
ing’  music,  am  an  avid  science  fiction 
fan  and  would  love  to  have  a  penpal. 
Rik  GILLILAND,  Box  B-38471, 
Florence  A Z  85232. _ 

It  would  give  me  great  joy  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  a  gay  man.  I’m  Afro- 
American,  like  body-building,  am  an 
artist  major  (interior  design),  love 
rebuilding  sports  cars  and  traveling. 
Keith  BRAITHWAITE,  402046,  Rt  2 
Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. _ 

I’m  a  TV  or  Queen,  small  built,  petite, 
loving,  sincere  and  am  a  total  slave  to 
my  lover.  Looking  for  a  sincere  man 
from  the  outside,  if  possible.  I  go  by 
the  name  of  Denisey.  SASE  please. 
David  L.  NUETZEL,  077780  -  1422,  Box 
1100,  Avon  Park  FL  33825. 


CdL€imR 


April  11 
to 

April  25 


11  Saturday 


Cambridge  —  Harvard  gay/lesbian  dance. 
Info:  495-5476. 

Medford  —  Tufts  gay/lesbian  dance.  Info: 
628-2818. 

Cambridge  —  Gay/Lesbian  Awareness 
Days  at  Harvard /  Radcliffe .  Panel  discus¬ 
sion  series  includes  parenting,  AIDS, 
literature  and  religion.  Info:  495-5476  or 
Matthew,  498-2078. 

Boston  —  “Feeling  So  Gay,”  an  evening  of 
live  dance  music  (swing,  polka,  waltz  and 
rock)  by  Boston’s  Lesbian  &  Gay  Freedom 
Trail  Band.  Boston  YWCA,  Clarendon  St. 
An  alcohol-free  event.  8PM.  Info: 
522-9194. 

Cambridge  —  Classical  music  by  women 
for  women.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  DOB 
members,  $4,  others  $5.  Info:  Jean, 
277-8150. 

Brookline  —  Mass.  Lesbian  &  Gay  Bar 
Assoc.  Spring  Dinner  Dance.  Longwood 
Towers,  20  Chapel  St.  7PM.  $40 
members,  $45  non-members.  Info:  Chris 
Westphal,  738-7981. 

Worcester  —  Labrys,  a  women’s  duo  in 
concert.  YWCA,  1  Salem  Sq.  8PM.  Info: 
791-3181. 


The  Girlillas,  24  friday 

12  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  AIDS  risk  for  women,  a 

seminar  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  6PM.  Free.  Info: 
491-6050. 

Newton  —  Women's  rugby  clinic  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Beantown  Women’s  Rugby 
Club.  Lasell  Junior  College.  9:30AM-5PM. 
$10.  Info:  Betsy,  734-1271  or  Kerri, 
731-8358. 

Roxbury  —  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction 
Society,  monthly  meeting.  1PM.  Info:  P.0. 
Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

Salem  —  Wild  Women’s  Witch  Hunt.  Car- 
pool  from  Cambridge,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  9AM.  Info: 
Ruth,  1-745-7329. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  monthly  potluck.  First  Church 
Hall,  corner  Eliot  and  Centre  Sts.  4-7PM. 
Info:  522-3894.  Bring  dish  to  share  and 
non-alcoholic  beverage. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men 
Together  monthly  meeting.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  Info:  266-4378. 

13  monday 

Boston  —  “Musically  Speaking,”  jazz, 
R&B,  African,  reggae  &  women’s  music 
radio  programming  by  Melanie  Berzon. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  8-10PM.  Info: 
494-8810. 


14  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  WITCH  presents  “Self- 
Sufficiency  and  Female  Creativity,”  a  lec¬ 
ture  by  Joyce  Contrucci.  Episcopal  Divinity 
School,  99  Brattle  St.  8PM.  $5. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  rap,  “Come  Out,  Come 
Out,  Wherever  You  Are.”  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo:  661-3633. 

15  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  discussion, 
“Celebrating  Womanhod:  Rites  of 
Passage.”  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  8PM.  Free.  Info:  354-8807. 

Durham,  NH  —  Blue  Jean  Day  at  UNH. 
Straights  and  gays  are  encouraged  to  wear 
jeans  their  support  for  gay  rights.  Info: 
((603)  862-1008. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  Lesbians  50+  discuss, 
“Must  We  Stop  Having  Fun  in  Long-Term 
Relationships?”  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  —  Filmmaker  Lizzie  Borden 

screens  Born  in  Flames  and  discusses  her 
work.  U.  Mass. /Downtown,  7:30PM. 
Free. 

Boston  —  New  Ehrlich  Theater  presents 
Harold  Pinter’s  “Old  Times.’’  539  Tremont 
St.  8PM.  Through  5/9.  Info:  482-6316. 

16  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Allegra  Coffeehouse.  YWCA, 
7  Temple  St.  Info:  547-1378. 

Boston  —  GCA/’s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  7PM-on.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Dover  & 
Arlington  T-stops.  GCN'.  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Iris  Bloom’s  one-woman  theater 

based  on  the  Thompson-Kowalski  disabled 
lesbian  legal  battle.  Boston  Univ.  Law 
School  auditorium,  765  Comm.  Ave.  Free. 
All  welcome.  Info:  353-9808. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Joe,  282-7822. 

Boston  —  Civil  disobedience  organizing 
meeting  for  Oct.  lesbian/gay  march  on 
Washington.  UMass. /downtown,  100  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  7PM.  Wheelchair  accessible.  In¬ 
fo:  492-1091. 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  Cheese  Cake 
Social.  GAMIT  Lounge.  8PM. 

Boston  —  Northeastern  Univ.  AIDS  Educa¬ 
tion  Forum  presents  Barney  Frank  &  Denise 
Carty-Bennia.  N.U.  School  of  Law,  97 
Cargill  Hall.  1 1 :45AM-1 :30PM. 


18  Saturday 


GCN  mailing,  17  friday 

17  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Dover  &  Arlington  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 


Boston  —  Gay/lesbian  March  on 
Washington  organizing  meeting.  Piemonte 
Room,  City  Hall,  back  entrance.  1-4PM. 
Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  —  Mary  Fridley,  New  Alliance  Party 
chairperson,  “Coming  Out  in  God’s 
Backyard.”  U. Mass. /Downtown,  Stuart 
St.  at  Arlington.  2-5PM.  $10.  Info: 
524-7710. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  Lesbian  singles 

discuss,  “Friendships  —  How  Important 
are  They?”  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info:  Jean, 
277-8150. 


20  monday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian/Gay  Awareness 
Week  at  MIT.  Pink  Triangles ,  4:30PM; 
Before  Stonewall ,  5:30;  Silent  Pioneers , 
7:30.  Room  4-270.  Free.  Info:  253-8898  or 
9AM-2PM,  253-3581. 


21  tuesday 


Boston  —  “Say  It  Sister,”  Jennifer  Abod 
hosts.  WMBR  88.1FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
discussion,  “Lifestyles  of  a  Gay  Father." 
Info:  742-7897. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  presents  the  documentary  “The 
Paul  Cronan  Story.”  Meier  Screening  Rm., 
Salem  State  College,  Rt.  114,  Lafayette  St. 
7PM.  Free.  Info:  745-3848. 

Boston  —  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Veterans  monthly  meeting.  34  Edgerly  Rd. 
8PM.  Info:  262-9793. 


22  Wednesday 


Boston  —  Filmmaker  Michele  Parkerson 

presents  and  discusses  her  work. 
U. Mass. /Downtown,  Stuart  St.  at  Arl¬ 
ington.  7:30PM.  Free. 

Cambridge  —  MIT  Awareness  Week  films 
and  speakers:  Rethinking  the  Family. 
Room  4-270.  4:30PM.  Info:  253-8898  or 
253-3581. 

24  friday 

Cambridge  —  Kate  Rushin  reading  & 
reception.  4:30PM.  Janice  Perry,  AKA  Gal, 
and  the  Girlillas  band.  8PM.  MIT.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  263-8898  or  253-3581. 

Somerville  —  Patty  Larkin  &  Friends,  in 
concert.  Somerville  Theater,  55  Davis  Sq. 
8PM.  Info:  625-1081. 

Boston  —  Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Alliance  formal  dance.  9PM-1AM.  In¬ 
fo:  V.  266-0115. 

Boston— “Suicidality  and  AIDS  Anxiety,” 
a  lecture  by  Martin  J.  Pildis.  AAC,  Mental 
Health  Forum.  Mass.  Mental  Health 
Center,  74  Fenwood  Rd.  7-8:30PM. 

Boston  —  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in  concert. 
U. Mass. /Harbor  Campus,  large  science 
aud.  7PM.  $3.  Info:  Kate,  929-8276. 


25  Saturday 


Dorchester  —  GALA  Singles  Spring  Fever 
Party.  Meeting  House  Hill.  9PM.  Info:  Jeff, 
288-2125. 

Cambridge  —  Conference  for  New  England 
working  writers  sponsored  by  National 
Writers  Union.  Kennedy  School,  Harvard 
Sq.  9AM-6PM.  $40, $25  union  members. 
Info:  868-3143. 

Cambridge  —  Dance  Party  &  Talent  Auction 
to  benefit  the  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 
Network.  Ticknor  Lounge,  Boylston  Hall, 
Harvard  Yard.  7:30PM.  $3.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible,  alcohol-  and  smoke-free.  Info: 
247-6683. 

Boston  —  Beantown  Softball  League  Buc¬ 
caneers  team  benefit  hosted  by  Club  Cafe. 
Pre-season  Brunch.  Noon.  $20. 


Dreamgirls.  By  Tom  Eyen.  Produced  by 
Michael  Bennet.  The  Schubert  Theater,  Boston. 
Through  May  2. 

The  musical  Dreamgirls  tells  the 
story  of  three  women  rhythm  and  blues 
singers  in  the  ’60s  and  their  climb,  over 
two  decades,  to  the  pinnacle  of 
crossover  success.  The  plot  more  than 
closely  resembles  the  career  of  the 
Supremes,  but  Dreamgirls  is  more  than 
a  simple  reworking  of  The  Diana  Ross 
Story.  Beneath  the  glamour,  gloss,  gut¬ 
sy  singing  and  frenetic  dancing  lies  an 
indictment  of  the  compromises  forced 
on  Black  artists  by  white  society. 

Lillias  White  plays  the  long- 
suffering,  big-voiced  Effie,  who  with 
her  girlfriends  Lorrell  (Arnetia  Walker) 
and  Deena  (Alisa  Gyse)  forms  the 
dynamic  Dreams  trio.  That  is,  until 
their  manager  Curtis  (Obba  Babatunde) 
relegates  Effie  to  the  position  of 
backup  singer,  and  eventually  replaces 
her.  White  is  definitely  the  star  of  this  pro¬ 
duction,  with  her  supernova  “And  l‘m 
I’m  Telling  You,  I’m  Not  Going”  at  the 
end  of  the  first  act. 

Though  act  two  is  bogged  down  by 
plot  lines  which  resemble  soap  opera, 
there  are  three  flashes  of  real  emotion 
in  the  second  half.  Curtis  signs  a  lovely 
“When  I  First  Saw  You,”  to  Deena;  Effie 
and  Deena  have  a  genuinely  tearful 
reunion  seven  years  after  Effie’s 
unceremonious  ousting;  and  finally  Ef 
fie’s  heart-rending  "Faith  in  Myself.’ 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  all  colors  can 
find  meaning  in  the  message  of 
Dreamgirls :  reaffirmation  of  the  need 
for  integrity,  whether  as  a  Black  pop 
star  in  the  assimilated  music  market  or 
as  an  out  gay  person  in  our  assimila- 
tionist  world. 

—  Christopher  Wittke 


Hollywood  Shuffle.  Directed  by 

Robert  Townsend.  Written  by  Townsend 
and  Keenan  Ivory  Wayans.  At  the  Nickelo¬ 
deon,  Boston. 

One  of  the  most  shameful  episodes 
in  Hollywood  history  is  the  casting  of 
jazz  singer  Billie  Holiday  as  a  maid  in 
the  1947  New  Orleans.  Things  haven’t 
changed  much  since.  Robert  Town¬ 
send  is  a  Black  actor  who  is  lucky 
enough  to  have  steady  work.  He  was 
sick,  though,  of  playing  pimps,  mug¬ 
gers,  thugs  and  servants.  With  his 
small  savings  and  a  lot  of  credit  cards, 
he  has  produced,  written,  directed  anc 
starred  in  his  own  nightmare/dream 
version  of  what  it  is  like  to  be  a  Black 
film  actor  and  have  to  play  the 
Hollywood  Shuffle. 

Shuffle  centers  around  the  efforts  of 
Black  actor  Bobby  Taylor  (Townsend)  to 
find  film  work.  Once  he’s  been  cast  as 
a  be-bop  gang  leader  with  an  enormous 
afro,  he  must  decide  how  to  keep  his 
self-respect.  These  are  the  bare  bones 
however  and  the  best  parts  of  the  film 
are  Bobby’s  fantasies  of  what  Black 
performers  could  be,  as  well  as  sharp 
parodies  of  mainstream  pop-culture. 
There  is  a  wickedly  funny  spoof  of  the 
Ebert  and  Siskel  show  called  “Sneakin’ 
Into  the  Movies,”  and  an  on-target  TV 
commercial  for  a  Black  Actors  School 
in  which  white  people  teach  classically 
trained  Black  actors  how  to  shuffle, 
speak  jive,  and  carry  spears. 

Hollywood  Shuffle  works  best  when 
it  is  off-the-cuff  and  disrespectful.  Un 
fortunately  the  film  is  marred  by 
several  ‘‘fag’’  comments,  mean 
spirited  anti-Semitic  stereotypes  and 
an  attitude  towards  Black  women 
which  is  so  reverential  and  sane 
timonious  (and  out  of  character  with 
the  rest  of  the  film)  as  to  seem 
mysogynistic.  If  you  can  get  around 
these  major  obstacles,  Hollywood 
Shuffle  is  pretty  funny  and  one  of  the 
most  insightful  films  about  Blacks  and 
the  industry. 

— Michael  Bronski 
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still  precocious.  Ahead  of  its  time. 

Willing  to  explore  tough  topics. 
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